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As his Hall of Fame career as a jockey heads  
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the place where he launched his brilliant career
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hortly after Terrell 
Suggs tore his left (and 
second) Achilles tendon 
during the Ravens’ 2015 
season opener against 
the Broncos, SB Nation 
ran an article looking 
at the impact the injury 

may have on the team. 
In the piece, Dr. Bobby Esbrandt, a 

Baltimore-based physical therapist, cited 
a study of 31 Achilles tendon ruptures in 
NFL athletes from 1997-2002. Of the ath-
letes in the study, 64 percent returned to 
play in the NFL within 11 months. The oth-
er 36 percent never made it back to play 
another down. 

I wonder how that study would account 
for guys like Suggs, who tear both Achilles 
tendons and how that affects their chances 
of coming back to play at the NFL’s high 
level.

Suggs miraculously came back from his 
first tear in half the time the above study 
cited -- 5.5 months. He returned in the mid-
dle of the 2012 regular season, and while not 
the force he had been prior to the devastat-
ing injury, he helped lead the Ravens’ de-
fense, on linebacker Ray Lewis’ last ride, to 
the team’s second Super Bowl.

The 2013 season saw a fully recovered 
Suggs record 10 sacks, and he followed that 
up with 12 sacks in 2014, which led to high 
hopes for another big season in 2015.

But that wasn’t meant to be, as Suggs 
tore his “good” Achilles tendon, the left one, 
during the season opener in Denver. It was 
as if the injury foreshadowed a lost, 5-11 
season -- head coach John Harbaugh’s first 
losing season during his eight-year tenure. 

If you go back to the media coverage 
of Suggs’ second Achilles injury last year, 
there was much conjecture from local and 
national writers that, more than likely, 
Suggs wouldn’t be able to come back from a 
second injury of this nature.

But those writers don’t know what’s in-
side Terrell Suggs. Quitting just isn’t in his 
DNA. Not only did Suggs return for 2016 
training camp, but he came back in the 
best shape he’s been in during the past cou-
ple seasons. He appeared to have slimmed 
down, and while he is 33 years old and hard-
ly a kid, he still shows quickness off the ball.

He reportedly snuck around Harbaugh 
to take and pass the coach’s conditioning 
test, which is known to be one of the tough-
est in the NFL.

During a training camp session in mid-
August, Suggs once again displayed his fire, 
as he bickered with an official, saying the 
offensive line was holding one of his defen-
sive linemates. He was quick to argue and 

defend one of his guys. But in the snap of a 
finger, he was also quick to smile and have 
a good belly laugh regarding the ref ’s expla-
nation and defense of his call.

Perhaps most importantly, Suggs 
showed he’s still got his game mentality, 
when he quickly snatched a Joe Flacco at-
tempt at a soft toss across the middle. In 
a blur, Suggs seemingly turned back the 
clock while at the same time proclaiming 
he is far from finished. 

After practice, Harbaugh commented 
on Suggs’ play.

“That’s kind of his trademark intercep-
tion, right? He’s had a few of those,” Har-
baugh said. “I saw Anthony Levine [Sr.] 
and said, ‘I guess he’s back.’ We heard him 
before that. It was good to see him make a 
play like that though.”

Defensive tackle Timmy Jernigan also 
enjoyed having Suggs back on the field.

“He brings a special type of energy with 
him,” Jernigan said. “He is definitely one 
of those guys that is almost like having 
a coach with you. When we are out there 
together and he sees something. ... Some-
times he is telling me, ‘The play is coming 
to you.’ Off of that, before the ball snaps, it 
is easy to make pre-snap reads and things 
like that, especially with a guy like Suggs 
beside you.”

In a microcosm, that is the essence of 
No. 55. He has tons of fun on the field, can 
teach younger players around him what to 
expect in key situations and, most impor-
tantly, he appears to still have that special 
quickness that makes him a force to be 
reckoned with. 

There is little doubt in my mind that 
even with all the other injuries the Ravens 
dealt with in 2015, had Suggs not been such 
an early casualty, they could have easily 
found a way to win two or three more of 
those close games.

Previously, I had a certain level of guard-
ed optimisms regarding the Ravens’ 2016 
season, thinking they would only reach 
maybe nine or 10 wins. But now that all the 
roster cuts have been made, and the team is 
beginning to take shape, I think this team 
could reach as high as 11 wins.

Any good general manager, and make 
no mistake about it, Ozzie Newsome is a 
good general manager, suffers from a high 
level of worry about giving up on one of “his 
guys” too soon. And while I still think for-
mer Ravens safety, now Philadelphia Eagle, 
Terrence Brooks, the Ravens’ third-round 
draft pick in 2014, may end up a decent NFL 
player, I was acutely aware of the sense of 
urgency Newsome is placing on the here 
and now with the cuts of Brooks and line-
backer Arthur Brown, the Ravens’ second-
round pick in 2013.

The cutting of both players resets and 
raises the expectations throughout the or-
ganization. 
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 ONE FAN’S OPINION

After All These Years, 
Terrell Suggs Still Sizzling
  Stan “The Fan” Charles
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n Aug. 22, the Orioles were clinging to 
a one-run lead against the Nationals at 
Camden Yards. In the eighth inning, Brad 
Brach relieved Donnie Hart with a runner 
on first. Country music recording artist, 
Jenae Cherry, watched her husband from 
the edge of her seat. 

No stranger to the ballpark, Cherry had already sung the 
national anthem, performed a three-song set for Orioles fans 
one month before and recently played a song she’d written 
for the Birds. Now, she was in the thick of a pennant race 
rooting for Brach and his team. After walking a batter and a 
wild pitch, he struck out Nationals first baseman Ryan Zim-
merman with runners on second and third to end the threat. 

“It’s definitely nerve-wracking when he goes out there,” 
she said. “I’m so proud of him and what he’s accomplished 
this year.”

It’s been a great year for them both. Cherry released an 
extended play entitled “Spinning” as a follow-up to her 2012 
release, “Around.” She also accompanied her husband to the 
All-Star Game in San Diego, courtesy of the Orioles. 

Brach came to the Orioles in 2014 after three seasons with 
the San Diego Padres. 

“I’d spent time out there when we first started dating,” 
she said. “We walked a red carpet and people welcomed us 
back. It was emotional.” 

Her most challenging performance was not her three-
song set at Camden Yards -- in front of her largest audience 
to date -- rather it was singing the national anthem.

“It’s my husband’s place of work,” she said. “I didn’t want 
to embarrass him in front of his co-workers. The players 
came out of the dugout and were rooting for me. It’s a song 
you think you know, but it’s not an easy song to sing, and I 
wanted it to be perfect. I was super nervous. I also knew the 

bullpen guys would be judging my effort.”
Brach and his bullpen mates are like an Olympic panel of 

judges when it comes to anthem singers.
“We each have our own idea of what makes a perfect ver-

sion,” Brach said. “We take notice if it’s too long or overdone. 
She did a great job.”

Cherry grew up in Wonder Lake, Illinois. Her family 
chipped in and bought her first guitar for her 17th birthday.

“It was white with blue sparkles,” she said. “I started play-
ing Taylor Swift songs and changing the words. Instead of 
keeping a diary, I wrote music.”

She enrolled at Northern Illinois University in 2008 and 
soon realized a career in nursing was not for her. In 2009, at 
19, she packed up the car and headed to Nashville to pursue 
her dream.

Brach met Cherry when she was performing at Paradise 
Park on the Broadway strip. He was playing Triple-A ball in 
the Padres system for Tucson and was in town to face the 
Nashville Sounds. His best friend from college, Andrew Mey-
ers, was also in town that week, and they went out to hear 
some music. 

“I had just started playing on the strip. There was nobody 
in there,” Cherry said. “His friend was outgoing, but Brad 
stood back and was very quiet. I could tell he was sweet and 
very kind -- my type.”

At the end of the night, Brach asked her out. They went 
to lunch the next day.

“I’m awed by someone who can perform like that and a 
little jealous,” Brach said. “I knew there was no chance she’d 
talk to me. My friend broke the ice.”

They married in November 2013. Cherry wrote the song 
“Hold Me” for their wedding day. She sang it again July 22 
in front of 39,000 fans, along with “Not Today” and “Around.”

“It was a special moment,” said Brach, who stood watch-

ing from the dugout. “I wasn’t expecting it. It took me back 
to that day.” 

Cherry delivers an authentic blend of country music with 
pop underpinnings. Her lyrics are about real life and, to para-
phrase a Jackson Browne song, “that girl can sing.” 

They’ve made a home in Nashville during the offseason 
and enjoy living in Baltimore when the Orioles are playing.

“I love being around water,” said Cherry, who grew up on 
a lake. “I didn’t know the countryside was close. It’s a hard-
working, blue collar town like Wonder Lake.”

Cherry co-wrote “Don’t Miss the Magic” with singer and 
songwriter Margaret Valentine for the Orioles -- a song they 
played Aug. 19. 

“Margaret’s a huge O’s fan. We wrote the song when the 
Orioles were 10-0 [at the start of the season],” she said. “I 
wanted to do something special for the city.”

Orioles manager Buck Showalter is also a big supporter. 
“Buck also met his wife in Nashville,” Cherry said. “He 

makes me feel like I’m part of the crew.”
Showalter tried to get Cherry a gig at the All-Star Game, 

claiming he could pull some strings.
“I finally had to tell him, you do realize the game is tomor-

row?”
Showalter especially understands the need for prepara-

tion. In their professional lives, Brad Brach and Jenae Cher-
ry must be perfect in every performance. 

“We pretty much have to nail it every time,” Brach said. 

-- Dean Smith

Local Programs Benefit 
From Olympic Volleyball 
Coverage 

During the recently completed Summer Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro, volleyball was a sport that received plenty of air-
time, and local college coaches are hoping that exposure can 
give the sport a boost.

The usual suspects -- basketball, swimming, track and 
field and gymnastics -- often receive large amounts of time 
on-camera during the Olympics. But volleyball doesn’t re-
ceive the same attention, and the players and coaches, es-
pecially at the high school and collegiate levels, often toil in 
anonymity. 

That’s why coaches like Alija Pittenger of Loyola Univer-
sity were thrilled to see so much volleyball on the screen in 
Rio. Men and women’s volleyball of the outdoor and indoor 
variety were featured prominently by NBC throughout the 
games. 

“The fact that so many people were able to see that will 
only help grow the sport,” Pittenger said. “Volleyball doesn’t 
receive the same amount of exposure as other sports, so the 
hope is that after seeing how exciting volleyball matches are, 
more people will get involved with the sport as both players 
and spectators.”

Other local coaches at UMBC, Coppin State and Mor-
gan State echoed Pittenger’s hope of increased participa-
tion with the sport. The manner in which children become 
involved in various sports has evolved during recent years, 
and they’re hoping more kids become interested in volleyball 
at a younger age.

These days, more kids specialize in one sport instead 
of playing one per season. And they seek out club or travel 
teams with rigorous schedules in the hopes of increased col-
lege exposure -- often starting at an early age.

Morgan State coach Ramona Riley-Bozier said she’d like 
to see more children start playing the game earlier now, and 
seeing it on TV could help make that happen.

“Kids start dreaming when they’re young about what 
they want to be or what they want to do,” she said. “They 
start visualizing about it. Those are the same kids that us, as 
coaches, are recruiting. If you have enough kids working to 

get there, there’ll be more kids for us to recruit. And they’re 
good, and they get it.”

UMBC coach Ian Blanchard feels more kids everywhere 
are becoming interested in the sport and, therefore, he’s 
got a bigger talent pool from which to recruit. But he said 
schools like UMBC know they won’t land the blue-chip play-
ers that find their way to higher-level programs. Still there’s 
plenty of talent available for the Retrievers and other Divi-
sion I schools to recruit.

“From a recruiting standpoint, it’s really important that 
I’m in the right forest,” Blanchard said. “The trickle-down ef-
fect is, there’s more and more volleyball players playing. The 
talent pool is getting larger and larger and larger. You have 
so many more kids that are playing, and that’s the positive ... 
of the Olympics.”

In fact, Blanchard thinks volleyball is growing into more 
of a sport that people want to watch on TV.

“The biggest reason why is that volleyball is played above 
the net at the women’s level,” Blanchard said. “We’re getting 
more and more athletic women playing volleyball.”

The coaches also agreed the attendance at matches ben-
efits from the additional TV coverage. It’s a chain reaction, 
especially with younger athletes. Girls (and guys) watch the 
sport. They want to play the sport, and so they’ll go to see a 
college match. One thing leads to the next.

“The more coverage you have, the more it will affect at-
tendance, especially when it comes to young kids,” Coppin 
State coach Kyetta May said. “It’s exciting. It’s a sport that’s 
played with a lot of finesse and skill.”

The coaches agreed the Olympic TV coverage of volleyball 
should help the sport in recruiting, subsequently increasing 
the talent pool and attendance. 

Time will tell how much volleyball can grow during the 
next four years, but for now, it has become much more of a 
hot topic than before.

“I’ve seen firsthand now, once people get a chance to see 

how exciting volleyball matches are, they get hooked,” Pit-
tenger said. “I hope that after watching the fantastic compe-
tition in Rio that people will come and check [out] our local 
teams.” 

-- Jeff Seidel

Towson Men’s Basketball 
Benefits From Visit With 
Police Officer

Relations between the police and community have been 
tested in recent years; however, Towson University’s Total 
Tiger Program, which aims to “educate, advocate, mentor 
and serve” Towson’s student-athletes, has taken an alterna-
tive approach toward addressing this issue.

“What Towson University saw was a different perspec-
tive,” said Officer Gary Doucett of the Baltimore County 
Police Department, who has spoken to the Towson men’s 
basketball team each of the past two years about how to best 
interact with police. “They saw us as just like anybody else -- 
human beings. But they also saw the fact that you can come 
to us if you have a question or a problem. So, I even told the 
young men ... ‘Get in touch with me. Let me know. If you have 
a concern, let me know.’”

As part of the Towson program, Doucett met with mem-
bers of the basketball team for more than an hour in July. Ac-
cording to the school, the conversation centered on ongoing 
police-community relations around the world.

“The police come in, and [the student-athletes] get to see 
them as people, as young men,” said Antwaine Smith, the 
assistant athletic director for the Total Tiger Program. “But 
also, our guys get to see police as [people], as well, and kind 
of learn how to conduct themselves, carry themselves. Rela-
tionship building, it humanizes both sides.”

The word “humanize” was a recurring theme, as so of-
ten this debate is reduced to statistics. However, July 2016 
served as a microcosm of both side’s fears. That month saw 
the widely publicized police-involved shootings of Philando 
Castile in Minnesota and Alton Sterling in Louisiana, fol-
lowed shortly by the killing of five Dallas police officers at a 
previously peaceful protest. 

Smith said the conversations with the police officers give 
the student-athletes a chance to vocalize their concerns 
about being “vulnerable out in the world.”

“The visit with Officer Doucett cleared up a lot of things 

for me and my teammates,” said Eddie Keith, a junior for-
ward for the Tigers. “It opened their eyes up a lot about what 
you can and can’t do -- or what you should do -- and how to 
handle certain situations.”

For Keith, a criminal justice major at Towson, the con-
versation was particularly interesting. As a child, after the 
requisite dream of professional sports, his next choice was, 
and remains, law enforcement. Ever since roughly third or 
fourth grade when he would watch the true-crime show “The 
First 48,” Keith said he wanted to be a homicide detective. 

While Keith now prefers the secret service or FBI as a pro-
spective career, he understands the actions of a few police 
officers can’t and shouldn’t be held against the entire profes-
sion.

“As an African-American male in society -- as African-
Americans in general -- I think we can’t [assume] every cop is 
out to get us, because that’s not the case,” Keith said. “Every 
time, there’s going to be bad apples once you get up in higher 
spots and people have power.”

Doucett said community engagement is paramount when 
it comes to quality policing. He also said he’s never had a 
problem in that department, describing children “bombard-
ing” his and his partner’s squad car when they’re on patrol 
because they are happy to see them.

“We love it. I mean, we actually smile and laugh at each 
other when we see that. So, we know we’re having a positive 
effect on not only the young people, but the teenagers and 
the young adults who attend Towson University who are out 
on the street, as well.”

Unfortunately, not everybody can interact with officers, 
like Doucett, in these settings, but it’s something Smith 
hopes becomes more of a trend.

“Let’s say that young man did do something wrong, and 
he was caught by the police. ... He may say, ‘I know this kid; 
he’s a good guy,’” Smith said. “With all of it, it’s really just 
about the engagement and opportunity to get to know each 
other better.”

Moving forward, those student-athletes have the oppor-
tunity to pass along these same lessons. 

“Like I told them, I’ve never met a bunch of young men 
like them that were focused on what they were doing and 
they were all -- they were a team,” Doucett said. “I was more 
than happy to participate with them, because they’re good 
guys. They are what Towson University needs.”

Keith agreed. 
“You want to see change -- you want to do this, you want 

to be that, you want to make that happen -- you’ve got to be 
the change. [Your race] doesn’t matter,” Keith said. “Work 
toward being the change instead of talking about it.”

-- Kyle Ottenheimer 
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UMBC volleyball coach Ian Blanchard
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s we head into fall, special 
offerings at the area’s two 
major casinos, Maryland 
Live! and the Horseshoe 
Baltimore, involve de-
lights close to many gam-
ers’ hearts: poker and 

football.
Starting with poker, Maryland Live! will 

be the setting for big-time poker action when 
the World Poker Tour rolls into the casino in 
Hanover, Md., adjacent to the Arundel Mills 
Mall, in a few weeks. The WPT is familiar to 
most poker players because of its frequently 
televised main events.

The WPT main event at Maryland Live! 
will run Oct. 1-5. But leading up to the head-
liner tournament, the casino’s poker room will 
be offering a series of events featuring various 
styles of poker at a variety of price points.

The poker festival starts Sept. 24 with a 
$350 buy-in, no-limit hold ‘em re-entry tour-
nament with a $100,000 guaranteed prize pool. 

In all, there will be 11 tournaments, including 
the WPT main event that has a $3,500 buy-in 
and a $1.5 million guaranteed prize pool.

As few of the other tournaments will be:

• Sept. 26, Event No. 2, pot-limit Omaha, 
$575 buy-in, re-entry.

• Sept. 27, Event No. 4, Black Chip Bounty, 
$350 buy-in, plus the $100 bounty (collect 
a bounty whenever you eliminate an op-
ponent from the tournament).

• Sept. 28, Event No. 6, Turbo (levels change 
every 15 minutes), $560 buy-in, re-entry.

• Sept. 30, Event No. 8, Festival Champion-
ship (winners of Events No. 1-7 compete 
for a main event seat.)

• Oct. 3, Event No. 10, High Roller, $7,500 buy-
in, re-entry.

For the WPT main event, there will be two 
starting days (Oct. 1-2). There are re-entry 
options available. The rest of the event will 
play out during the following three days with 
the final table Oct. 5. Players start with 30,000 
in tournament chips with 60-minute levels in 

the early going. Levels increase to 90 minutes 
in later stages, and then get shorter again for 
the final table and heads-up.

As is the norm for popular, large buy-
in events, there are a number of satel-
lites available for players who want to try 
to earn their seat in the main event at a 
smaller price. Satellites for $400 are being 
held throughout September. A $3,500 main 
event seat will be awarded for every $3,500 
in the prize pool. Consult the Maryland 
Live! poker calendar on the casino website 
for specific dates for when the satellites are 
being held.

During the week of the tournament 
schedule, $400 buy-in main event satellites 
are being held Sept. 23 and Sept. 25 through 
Oct. 1. Visit marylandlivecasino.com for 
more rules and details.

In addition to the top-flight poker this 
fall, Maryland Live! Casino has special 
events planned for “Monday Night Foot-
ball” Sept. 19 and Sept. 26. In the Rams 
Head Center Stage, guests can watch the 
action along with sports talk host Rob Long 
(105.7 The Fan).

The menu features all-you-can-eat sta-
dium food for $20 (Chairman’s Club and 
Black Card members of the casino’s loyalty 
program eat for free). Pick the winner of the 
game and receive $20 in free slot play. And 
everyone who attends the MNF event gets a 
free drawing ticket with seven mystery prizes 
awarded at the end of the game.

Rams Head Center Stage will also be alive 
with football action on Sundays in September 
with stadium fare and contests for prizes in-
cluding promotional chips and free slot play.

HORSESHOE 
FOOTBALL EVENTS

Naturally, the Horseshoe Baltimore, just 
a short stroll from M&T Bank Stadium, has 
its own plans to celebrate the football season.

When the Ravens have home games, the 
Horseshoe’s outdoor entertainment plaza be-
tween the casino and parking garage will be 
the scene for a tailgate party with an outdoor 
bar, live pregame radio shows, games like beer 
pong and prize giveaways. Inside the casino, 
Guy Fieri’s Baltimore Kitchen + Bar will have 
a pre-game buffet (burgers, wings) for $17.99, 
and there’ll be a $2 Corona special all day.

On seven Monday nights, former Ravens 
offensive lineman and NFL Hall of Famer 
Jonathan Ogden will host “Monday Night 
Football” gatherings in the casino’s 14Forty 
bar. Ogden will be on hand a half-hour before 
the game and at halftime taking questions, 
critiquing the game and giving away prizes. 
Ogden’s appearances are scheduled for Sept. 
12, Oct. 3, Oct. 10, Nov. 7, Nov. 28, Dec. 5 and 
Dec. 19.

On Thursdays in September, members of 
the casino’s Total Rewards loyalty player pro-
gram will be able to pick the winners of the 
upcoming Sunday and Monday pro football 
games (plus a tiebreaker score for the Mon-
day game). The top 10 entries will win a share 
of $4,000 in free slot play. And on Sundays 
in October, Horseshoe customers have even 
more incentive to get excited about the home 
team. Casino players get double their comps; 
each time the Ravens score, the comps in-
crease, and if Baltimore wins the game, 
customers get 10-times their comps. See  
HorseshoeBaltimore.com for details. 

  Bill Ordine
  

World Poker Tour To 
Stop At Maryland Live!

A

 GAMING

The Baltimore Early Phase Unit, located at Harbor Hospital in
Baltimore, MD is currently seeking volunteers to participate in 
a clinical research trial to evaluate a new investigational medication.

For more information, 
please visit our website
www.parexel.com/baltimore
or call 1-877-617-8839.
Please reference study
#228353.

Recruiting For:

•  Healthy males or females

• Ages 18-65  

• BMI 18 to 32  

• Weight at least 50kg

The study involves 1 screening visit, 
1 in-house stay of 5 days / 4 nights and   
1 follow-up phone call.

If you qualify you may receive up to
$2,300 for completing the study.

© 2016 PAREXEL International Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Participate in a clinical research trial

Beer & Spirits 
Voted “Best of Harford”

Located in Abingdon, MD 
off I-95 exit 77B - Tollgate Rd.  

near Wal-Mart, BJ’s, Target and Chick-fil-a

OPEN 7 DAYS: 
 Monday - Saturday Sunday  
 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
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 Fridays at 4 p.m.  

Saturdays at 1 p.m.

Sign up to receive our weekly eNewsletter at 
MyWineWorld.com or YourBeerWorld.com

30 TAP GROWLER
FILLING STATION 

410.569.8646 • 877.569.7400
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320 BLENHEIM LANE, HAVRE DE GRACE, MD 21078
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in the Region!

A Golf Digest and Golf Magazine Top 50!
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TUE $ 5.99TACO TUESDAY*

TWO TACOS  W/ CHIPS & SALSA
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TOWSON | 443-901-0270
1220 E. JOPPA ROAD

      GLORYDAYSGRILL.COM
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A HALF RACK, CORNBREAD & SEASONED FRIES
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$5 $25 OFF
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the Hall of Fame jockey comes in early, 
as usual. Twilight racing at Laurel Park 
doesn’t start for another 90 minutes, and 
Edgar Prado is doing what the best at a 
trade do as their own competitive days 
dwindle: He teaches. 

“You have to stay tight to the horse, 
like you’re part of it,” Prado said to Forrest 
Boyce, a regular on the Maryland circuit 
for several years, as she hunkers down on 
a rocking horse that is about a quarter the 
size of an actual thoroughbred. Like oth-
ers here in the jockey room, Boyce knows 
to defer to experience. Boyce conforms 
her body to the faux horse, forming a seal 
around it. “Yeah, that’s it,” her mentor en-
courages.

“I teach them that instead of it being you 
and the horse that they have to be a unit, be 
one,” Prado said.

Prado, 49, has been one with horses his 
entire life, riding as a young boy and as a 
teen jockey in his native Peru. He came 

to Florida to ride in the mid 1980s, still a 
teenager, then moved on to Massachusetts 
where his aggressive style of navigating 
horses through traffic ran afoul of track 
stewards. 

Bob Klesaris, the trainer who had shep-
herded Prado north, took him aside and 
told him, “I’ve got good news. The stewards 
won’t bother you anymore.”

“He hugged me,” said Klesaris, now 
Prado’s agent. Then, Prado asked Klesa-
ris where he’d be riding next. Told he was 
heading to Maryland, Prado asked, “What 
country is that in?”

Prado would come to own the state 
he once couldn’t finger on a map. Al-
most from his arrival on the Pimlico Race 
Course/Laurel Park circuit in 1989, his 
late-riding, ground-saving style dominat-

ed. His photographic memory tags Lone 
Allure, a Klesaris-trained horse, as his 
first mount here. It won, paying $42 on a 
$2 bet, Prado said.

By the end of 1997, he had racked up 
3,000 winning mounts, spending six years 
as the state’s leading jockey. At his peak 
at Laurel Park, Prado earned $8 million for 
owners and trainers. Jockeys get 10 percent 
of the purses they win with their agents 
getting a portion. In 1997, he became the 
fourth all-time jockey in the nation to win 
500 races in a year.

“Those were great times,” Prado said. “I 
did well for so many years, and my family 
did well here. They loved it. We took vaca-
tions during the Timonium meet [in late 
August/early September]. It was perfect.”

And yet, after guiding more than 400 
horses to the winner’s circle, Prado followed 
the money and the lure of better horses to 
New York, where he competed against sev-
eral Hall of Fame jocks, including Jerry Bai-

ley, Jose Santos and Jorge Velasquez. 
Some gratifying triumphs and one dev-

astating ride in Triple Crown races fol-
lowed. 

The tally tells much of his story: 36,000 
mounts and just short of 7,000 wins, includ-
ing one in the Kentucky Derby, two in the 
Belmont Stakes and four in the Breeders’ 
Cup. He was elected to the U.S. Racing Hall 
of Fame in 2008.

Now, for the first time since 1999, he’s 
back. With some modest fanfare, Prado 
returned to the Maryland circuit in May to 
ride at Pimlico, where he won a little less 

than his career average -- about 17 percent 
of his races -- highlighted by a 27-percent 
mark during the short Laurel summer 
meet.

For young jockeys, such numbers would 
be a sign of a career on the ascent, and 
perhaps a rich future steering 1,200-pound 
beasts around an oval and in, out and in 
between other 1,200-pound beasts. For 
Prado, not so much. He’ll be 50 next June 
and riders rarely make it that long in this 
fiercely competitive game. The finish line 
is in sight.

“Edgar is in the twilight of his career,” 
Klesaris said. “It’s unfortunate. He’s done 
everything he can to get where he is and 
to hang on. He runs and exercises every 
day, watches what he eats. He trains like 
a boxer, something you don’t see from the 
younger guys.”

Back in the day, Prado would ride in 
eight or nine races, sometimes seven days a 
week. Now, he averages about three rides a 
day. To keep his dance card full, he drives or 
flies elsewhere -- Arlington Park in Illinois; 
Delaware Park; Monmouth Park in New 

Jersey; Penn National and Philadelphia 
Park in Pennsylvania; Woodbine in Toron-
to; and Saratoga in New York -- often just to 
ride one race for Hall of Fame trainers, such 
as Shug McGaughey or Kentucky Derby-
winning Maryland trainer Graham Motion.

“If you have one horse in one race for the 
money, you want Edgar up,” Klesaris said. 
“Eight horses in a day? Not anymore.” 

But being able to win that one race 
means quite a bit.

Motion, the trainer who won the 2011 
Derby with Animal Kingdom, added: “That 
he can still ride this competitively at his age 
speaks volumes about him. He’s the defini-
tion of what a jockey should be: very smart, 
with great hands and a sense for horses. 
Being a jockey means being able to see 
what will be happening seconds from now, 

essentially to see a bit into the future. He’s 
an expert at that.”

After leaving Maryland following the 
1999 season, Prado won his first two Triple 
Crown races at the Belmont Stakes in New 
York in 2002 and 2004. The first was with 
Sarava and then aboard Birdstone in a 
dramatic upset of Smarty Jones, foiling a 
Triple Crown bid. 

Prado’s most memorable win was in 
2006, when he guided the legendary Bar-
baro to a stirring 6.5-length win in the Ken-
tucky Derby. However, Prado may be best 
remembered for a ride he never finished: 
the 2006 Preakness Stakes when Barbaro 
shattered his right hind leg just after leav-
ing the starting gate at Pimlico.

Prado managed to bring the crippled 
Barbaro to a stop and calm the bay colt un-
til help arrived. In doing so, Prado is cred-
ited with giving Barbaro a fighting chance 
to survive the injury before the beloved colt 
eventually succumbed to laminitis in Janu-
ary 2007.

The experience, including Barbaro’s 
months-long battle to overcome the injury, 
had a profound effect on Prado. A few years 
later, he wrote of his time with the remark-
able colt in a book co-authored with John 
Eisenberg titled “My Guy Barbaro: A Jock-
ey’s Journey Through Love, Triumph, and 
Heartbreak.”

In the last two years while based in 
Florida, Prado suffered his own tumbles, 
spills and wayward mounts that put him 
on the shelf for months at a time. Despite 
the injuries, he claims he is as competitive 
as ever. 

“I’m still fearless, still aggressive,” he 
said. “If you’re not fearless in this business, 
you should get out.”

But other jockeys who have faced the 
same obstacles say the broken bones and 
concussions will eventually take their toll 
on him, as they do for everyone.

“You reach a point where you say, ‘I just 
don’t want to hit the deck again,’” said Chris 
McCarron, like Prado, a Hall of Famer and 
former Maryland racing champion. McCar-
ron retired at 47, not only concerned about 
his health but the quieting of the fires that 
once defined him.

“It became harder for me to prove to my-
self that, on a daily and weekly basis, I still 
had the desire to go at it with young riders,” 
he said. “I was satiated with it.”

Prado said he won’t stop until he has 
to. The way he lives his life shows a stal-
wart’s dedication to task. He rents a place 
in Mount Washington, using Baltimore as a 
base of operation from which he can travel 
more easily to tracks elsewhere. He sees his 
wife and three grown kids in Florida about 
five days a month. 

Prado’s commitment to his sinewy, pow-
erful body is intense. He still weighs about 
110 pounds, same as 20 years ago, eats the 
same paltry amounts of food, takes the 
same vitamins and supplements. When 
he’s racing at Laurel or Pimlico during non-
summer meets with earlier post times, he 
hits the track before rush hour to ride his 
future mounts and help out trainers.

“I will never say no to work,” he said.
Those who have known him say his drive 

comes from a youth spent in the Lima sub-
urb of La Victoria, not far from the shim-
mering Pacific shore, but more than a few 
furlongs away from prosperity. His early life, 
spent with 12 other family members in five 
shared rooms, was defined by horses and 
hardship.

Jose, his father, made what he could as 
an exercise rider at Hipodromo de Monter-
rico, the track 30 minutes from home where 
Edgar and two of his brothers, Jorge and 
Anibal, broke into the rider’s trade. Jose 
taught his sons to respect animals. 

“He told me always to be careful,” Prado 
said in a 1998 interview. “You could never 
know what they’d do. He let me know that it 
was important to make the horse feel calm 
with you, to make him feel confident.”

Edgar started as an exercise boy at age 
14 and debuted as a jockey not long after. 
In doing so, he disappointed his mother, 
Zenaida, who wanted her bookish youngest 
son -- he aspired to becoming a lawyer -- to 
finish school. His first mount, Enmascarada 
(“Masked,” in English), came in dead last.

But by the time he turned 16, he was 
the leading thoroughbred jockey in Peru. A 
sponge for knowledge, he listened to advice 
from trainers and his father, who taught 
him how to read a horse, its nerves and its 
ability to “listen” to a jockey’s signals.

A friend in Lima invited Prado to his 
home to watch the Kentucky Derby and the 
inaugural Breeders’ Cup races. 

“He started dreaming then,” said Liliana 
Prado, Edgar’s wife of 30 years. 

He had met Liliana, a girl from another 
racing family, when the two were 17. They 
married once Edgar decided to chase that 
dream to Florida, even though he hadn’t 
heeded his brothers’ advice to learn Eng-
lish. He knew nary a word of it.

Prado was hardly an instant success. 
His days at the track at Hialeah, which is 
near Miami, were long and often winless. 
Much of his meager earnings went to pay 
an immigration attorney. Barely making 
it, he flopped at a friend’s house in Miami 
Beach, taking the bus to the track -- 90 
minutes each way.

Friends and collaborators said those 
early years before Klesaris arrived formed 
much of his stateside personality: steely, 
but humble to a fault, calm, generous, in-
defatigable.

Those traits would serve him well when 
he became accomplished enough to be 
ranked among the top five jockeys in the 
country while based in New York during the 
2000s. There were moments that required 
him to be grounded and modest, like af-
ter he shocked the thoroughbred world by 
leading Sarava, a 70-to-1 longshot, from well 
off the pace to the Belmont Stakes winner’s 
circle in 2002.

Prado was gracious, even apologetic, 
after disappointing most race fans as he 
guided Birdstone past Smarty Jones in the 
homestretch of the 2004 Belmont.

There were also trials that forced him 

to stay cool and focused, like when Bar-
baro, the favorite at the 2006 Preakness, 
broke down in the opening stretch. Mil-
lions of TV viewers watched as Prado 
slowed the injured horse, dismounted, 
patted and calmed the Kentucky Derby 
winner, whose right rear leg had shattered 
in 20 places. Prado quieted the horse 
while leaning against its shoulder to sup-
port some of its weight.

“We were looking to win a Triple Crown,” 
Prado said. “I just wanted to bring joy and 
happiness to Maryland. It had been such a 
good home to me for so long. I was also try-
ing to get some relief from dealing with the 
death of my mother a few months before. 
I’ve ridden 35,000 horses, and how many 
have broken down on the opening stretch? 
One.”

Though it was the low point of Prado’s 
career -- “It was devastating,” he said -- the 
breakdown of Barbaro, who died months 
later after several surgical attempts to save 
him, gave the nation more than a glimpse of 
his character, those who know him say. 

“That was really tough for him, but ev-
eryone saw [how] he handled the horse, 
how he took it,” Klesaris said.

These days, the Barbaro heartbreak 
seems more distant. The Preakness is 
more popular than ever. Maryland rac-

ing has mostly recovered from the small 
fields, declining purses and dwindling 
handles of that era, and Prado has re-
turned to run regularly. It’s the Rollicking 
1990s all over again.

Except for one difference: Instead of 
being a young jock on the upswing, Prado 
resembles a retiring baseball player on a 
farewell tour. His return is partly respon-
sible for a 20 percent bump in Laurel’s 
handle -- the total amount wagered -- 
this summer.

“The handle and attendance at the 
Laurel summer meet got its start at Pim-
lico this spring when Edgar came back,” 
said Stan Salter, a racing analyst for the 
Maryland Jockey Club, which operates 
Laurel Park, Pimlico Race Course and the 
Preakness Stakes for parent company, 
The Stronach Group. “Obviously, a lot of 
that is due to the Preakness, but you can 
give some credit to Prado. Anytime you 
have a Hall of Famer listed in your early 
entries, it bumps up interest.”

Fans relate to Prado’s humble-yet-hard-
driving image. They may be at the track 
to win, but Salter said they appreciate the 
people and animals that compete each day. 
And they remember.

“I’ve been watching him for years,” said 
Jorge Falu of Catonsville, Md., a Laurel 
Park railbird who had just won his money 
back by boxing a trifecta, including a Pra-
do-ridden mount that finished third. “Ev-
erybody’s really happy to see him 
come back. He’s one of us.”

R E T U R N I N G  H O M E
H U M B L E  T O  A  F A U L T

‘ H E ’ S  O N E  O F  U S ’

O N  A  S W E L T E R I N G  A U G U S T  D A Y , 

T H E  F I N A L

T   R N

B Y  M I C H A E L  A N F T
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 Prado said he enjoys being remembered 
and reliving some of his glory years.

“He told me he’s really happy to be 
there,” Liliana Prado said. “He’s got a lot of 
good memories.” 

Though he still wins his share of rac-
es, it hasn’t come easy. While Motion 

continues to put Prado atop his horses, 
other trainers have remained loyal to the 
younger guys they’ve been using during 
Prado’s absence.

Strangely, some trainers believe Prado 

has something left to prove. 
“When Edgar wins, people say, ‘He’s sup-

posed to win.’ If he doesn’t, it’s ‘He’s had 
it,’” Klesaris said. 

That kind of thinking, along with an in-
credibly strong clutch of young riders on 
the New York circuit, forced Prado to take 

8-1 and 10-1 mounts, instead of the 2-1 and 
3-1 ones he had become used to. 

“We couldn’t make it on that,” Klesaris 
said.

Prado’s return might have set off alarm 

bells from jockeys here who had reason to 
worry he’d hop on top of all the best hors-
es. Back in his Maryland heyday, Prado 
caused more than a few jocks to gripe. 
(“Prado’s all right, but he gets all the good 
mounts,” Greg Hutton said in 1998, citing 
Prado’s stranglehold on the best trainers 
and horses.) 

But that hasn’t happened yet. Prado 
learns every jockey’s name and offers advice 
whenever he is asked. He’s more a gray emi-
nence than a dark threat.

“Everybody looks at him like a daddy,” 
said Alex Cintron, a Maryland circuit main-
stay for the past five years. “When you ride 
against a great rider like him, you appreci-
ate the safety that comes with it. Of course, 
when you beat him, you feel really, really 
good.”

“I have three words to describe Edgar: 
class, class and class,” added Feargal Lynch, 
a rider from Derry, Northern Ireland, and 
one of the win leaders among summer meet 
jocks. “He’s a great guy to work with. He’s 
not the type to push you off a horse. And 
he’s always willing to share his thoughts on 
racing with you.”

Soon enough, thoughts and memories of 
horse racing are all Prado will have. Those 
around him understand this.

“Every year he says, ‘I’ll ride two more 
years,’ and I just laugh,” Liliana said. 
“He doesn’t heal as fast as he used to. 
That’s the only real concern for me. I 
hope he retires soon. Riding carries too 
much risk.”

The next chapter will involve some travel 
and considerable blocks of time watching 
his favorite shows on the History or Discov-
ery channels. 

“I’d like to relax for a while,” he said.
But the chapter after that -- after he 

realizes he misses the track --- beckons, 
too. He doesn’t have enough money to be a 
horse owner, he says, and he has little inter-
est in training horses. 

Becoming his one-time nemesis -- a 
steward, a race official who watches for 
jockey infractions -- appeals to him. Klesa-
ris said he can envision Prado as an advi-
sor to racing syndicates as they buy thor-
oughbred ponies. 

“His connections among owners and 
trainers are second-to-none,” he said. “I’ve 
never seen a rider who can pick out the 
best horse in a barn just by sight the way 
Edgar can.”

But in the meantime, Prado is enjoy-
ing himself too much to stop riding. He’ll 
postpone the inevitable for as long as he 
can.

“This is definitely a satisfying time for 
me,” Prado said. “I try to define myself by 
whether I’m working and whether I’m giv-
ing it my all. I love horse racing so much. I 
don’t have that much left to prove, but this 
is what I love to do, and I’ll keep doing it for 
as long as I can.”  

– photography – 
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  THE 15

Officially into NFL season, it’s the time of year 
when many choose to take trips all over the coun-
try to watch the Baltimore Ravens. 

Jacksonville and Dallas appear to be the most 
popular destinations for road trips this year, with 
thousands of Ravens fans expected to attend 
both games. 

With trips in mind, “The 15” this month takes 
a look at the best “bucket list” sports trips. As 
a note, some of these trips would be obvious for 
any sports fan anywhere, but some were included 
more specifically for Baltimore sports fans. 

 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE THE MOST 
ARDENT GOLF FAN TO WANT TO 
VISIT AUGUSTA. 

I have no personal experience with a trip to Augusta, Ga., 
but I’ve known many friends and colleagues who have 
made the pilgrimage. Some will tell you that for the best 
experience, you should go to a practice round instead of an 
actual round. Neither will come cheap, and you’re not go-
ing to get to take pictures of your experience. But no mat-
ter how many hundreds or thousands of dollars your trip 
and passes put you out, a pimento cheese sandwich there 
will still only cost you $1.50, so it’s not all bad. 

 EVEN AFTER SLEEPING ON THE 
GROUND AND NOT SHOWERING, THE 
TRIP TO WIMBLEDON IS WORTH IT. 

The All-England Club was checked off my own bucket list 
in 2012. I got to see Serena Williams and Mardy Fish both 
play on “Manic Monday,” and it was the happiest day of 
tennis nerd-dom in my life. The tickets weren’t expensive, 
but we did have to camp out on the grounds the night be-
fore in order to get in. Worth it. You have to try the straw-
berries and cream as well as a Pimm’s Cup. I also highly 
recommend a trip to the Dog & Fox in Wimbledon Village 
afterward for dinner. 

 BE IT BOXING OR UFC, THERE’S 
NOTHING QUITE LIKE A MAJOR 
FIGHT WEEKEND IN LAS VEGAS.

Another I’ve managed to check off already, “big fight” 
weekends in Vegas have an electricity nearly unparalleled 
in sport. Fight weekends bring out any number of celebri-
ties, parties and epic “Vegas stories.” Plus, there’s also the 
off chance one of your friends wins big while you’re there 
and offers to pay for dinner. Take them up on it, or they’re 
just going to end up blowing it all later that night.

IF FIGHTS AREN’T YOUR THING, 
NCAA TOURNAMENT OPENING 
WEEKEND IN VEGAS IS PRETTY 

GREAT, TOO.
There’s something about getting a table at a Vegas sports-
book around 9 a.m. and watching nonstop basketball until 
nearly midnight. Obviously, those who can gamble respon-
sibly enjoy this particular trip more. There’s “responsibly” 
and there’s “Vegas responsibly.” Four days of basketball, 
booze and bets can cloud anyone’s judgment. 

WANT TO GO ON THE ROAD WITH 
THE RAVENS? WAIT FOR MIAMI OR 
ARIZONA TO GET BACK ON THE 

SCHEDULE.
Sadly, neither appears again until Miami in 2019. But it’s 
worth the wait. These cities offer the prospect of sunny 
weather, golf, a beach (in the case of Miami), plus about a 
million things to do if you stay the weekend. A trip to Cin-
cinnati offers ... some chili that will keep you in the bath-

room for most of the game? A trip to Cleveland offers ... 
absolutely nothing.

YOU SHOULD GO TO THE KENTUCKY 
DERBY. BUT IF YOU DO, YOU’LL 
PROBABLY NEVER STOP. 

It was a “bucket list” thing when I went for the first time 
in 2010. I’ve gone twice again since. Go. Drink some mint 
juleps -- or really any bourbon you’d like. Taste the deli-
ciousness that is the “Kentucky Hot Brown” (seriously, 
Google it now). Get some fried green tomatoes at every 
meal. Make sure you’re there for Kentucky Oaks Day, Fri-
day. Dress to the nines. Learn all the words to “My Old 
Kentucky Home.” Lather. Rinse. Repeat. 

IT’S TRICKY, BUT FIND A WAY TO 
HIT ASSEMBLY HALL AND HINKLE 
FIELDHOUSE ON THE SAME TRIP.

When Maryland moved to the Big Ten, it created the chance 
for all sorts of new road trips for fans. Assembly Hall is a 
special place, and it’s only an hour outside Indianapolis. 
Maryland only plays Indiana at home this year, but take a 
look at the schedule next year. If the Terps play the Hoo-
siers on a Saturday afternoon and Butler hosts Marquette 
on Saturday night in Indy, make it happen. (I’d also recom-
mend college hoops fans see The Palestra, but that’s just up 
the street in Philadelphia, so I’d hardly call it a “trip.”)

IT’S HARD TO FATHOM GOING TO 
RUSSIA OR QATAR RIGHT NOW, BUT 
THE WORLD CUP STILL BELONGS ON 

ANY BUCKET LIST.
That’s the problem. If FIFA doesn’t move the 2022 event, it 
might not be until 2026 that this is plausible for soccer fans. 
The next two Women’s World Cups are in Spain and Swe-
den, however, and you might even get to see Team USA win.

WHETHER THE ORIOLES ARE THERE 
OR NOT, SPEND A WEEKEND AT 
WRIGLEY FIELD.

It’s even better if the Birds are there, but a weekend on the 
north side can be enjoyed no matter whom the Cubs are 

playing. If you’re smart, you’ll plan it on a weekend that 
allows you another major event. May I suggest Fourth of 
July weekend? Taste of Chicago is unbelievable, and Navy 
Pier is just about the most beautiful view for fireworks 
there is. In fact, Navy Pier is so great on the Fourth that I 
once bumped into former Ravens defensive lineman Bran-
don McKinney there -- just moments after he got engaged. 

IF YOU’RE A GEARHEAD, SPEND 
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND IN CHAR-
LOTTE.

Auto racing isn’t really my thing, but I wanted to include 
it on the list. I asked some friends who dig it, expecting 
Indy or Daytona to be the answer. So, why Charlotte? Well 
first, it’s the home of the NASCAR Hall of Fame. Second, 
a significant number of team garages are in the area and 
offer tours. Third, it’s a holiday weekend in a cool city full 
of like-minded racing fans. Not bad.

 IF YOU CAN PULL IT OFF, HIT CAMP 
RANDALL STADIUM AND LAMBEAU 
FIELD IN THE SAME WEEKEND.

They’re a little more than two hours apart from each other 
in Wisconsin. One is perhaps the only “Mecca” in the en-
tire NFL. The other is a jam-packed college stadium that 
literally shakes when “Jump Around” comes over the loud-
speakers. The Ravens next visit Green Bay in 2017 ... that 
just so happens to be the next time the Terps are sched-
uled to visit Madison. Maybe it’ll be fate.

YOU KNOW ABOUT ARMY-NAVY. BUT 
TRY TO HIT A NAVY-NOTRE DAME 
GAME IN SOUTH BEND. 

Speaking of special places in college football, maybe none 
are more meaningful than Notre Dame Stadium. It’s worth 
a trip anytime, but the Irish and Midshipmen have a spe-
cial (even if, honestly, quite lopsided) rivalry, too. Of course, 
you should also get to Army-Navy at some point, but the 
game is back in Baltimore this year, so it doesn’t qualify as 
a “trip” either.

GO TO NEW ORLEANS TO SEE ... 
WELL, FRANKLY, ANYONE.
Look, preseason football is the worst, and the 

fourth preseason game is somehow even worse. But if you 
had invited me to New Orleans for the Ravens’ final pre-
season tilt this year, I would’ve gladly said yes. It’s New 
Orleans. The city that hosted the Ravens’ second Super 
Bowl title. The city of beignets. The city of shrimp gril-
lades and cheese grits at Lil’ Dizzy’s. The Ravens aren’t 
scheduled to return for a while, so maybe go to a Sugar 
Bowl. Or the re-scheduled NBA All-Star Game in 2017. Or 
anything at all.

BEFORE IT’S GONE, GO SEE JOE 
LOUIS ARENA IN DETROIT.
As a nod to hockey fans, this is the last season 

you’ll have the chance to visit the Red Wings’ long-time 
barn before it is replaced in fall 2017. It’s easy to regret 
not getting to see legendary venues, but you still have 
time. The Capitals are scheduled to make their final vis-
it Feb. 18. Or in the Stanley Cup Finals, if you want to 
dream big.

 
TAKE IN A SEC FOOTBALL GAME. IF 
YOU CAN, MAKE IT HAPPEN AT 
ALABAMA. 

Ole Miss and LSU would be pretty good options, too. But 
if you can get to Bryant-Denny Stadium -- maybe even for 
the Iron Bowl -- you will have a borderline religious experi-
ence. Make sure to get to Dreamland BBQ and eat about 
20 ribs, and then dip the bread in the sauce while you’re 
there. 

‘BUCKET LIST’ 
SPORTS TRIPS
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t is said the eyes are the windows to the 
soul. For Eric Weddle, his entire face 
conveys plenty.

It’s true the 31-year-old safety needs 
his eyes to survey defensive teammates 
pushing away from him and the offen-
sive skill players coming toward him. 
Those eyes helped him lead the San Di-

ego Chargers in tackles four times and took him to three 
Pro Bowls.

But on the Ravens’ practice field, the smile and enthusi-
asm radiating from Weddle’s mouth and cheeks is indicative 
of someone who seems rejuvenated, having the time of his life 
with an organization that not only wanted him, but needed 
someone of his ilk to bolster an inconsistent secondary.

Plus, while many are fascinated with his thick, flowing 
beard, Weddle brings to the table a chin made of granite, 
hardened not only by frequent and severe collisions with 
ball carriers, but by the determination to be the best he, 
and his team, can be.

Weddle’s jaw practically sets in place as he excitedly 
talks about his goals for his first season with the Ravens 
after nine with the Chargers, five of which resulted in no 
playoff appearances.

“We want to be a great defense, and it starts by all 11 
playing together, all on the same page, all playing as one, 
knowing what to do, executing your assignment and play-
ing together and being all in,” Weddle said. “Coach [John 
Harbaugh] had a great point: You’re either with us or 
you’re not, and if you’re not, get out of the way. 

“It’s true. You have to be committed. I think everyone 
here is, and it’s just exciting. It’s exciting to see the com-
mitment, the energy and the thoughts of what you want to 
get out of this season, and that’s winning a lot of games.”

At first, Weddle and his Charger teammates did exactly 
that, winning three straight AFC West championships and 
landing an AFC Championship Game berth during his 
first three years in the league. But things soon soured.

Only one playoff appearance would follow in the ensu-
ing six seasons, and when Weddle was suspended for not 
reporting to the locker room at halftime of a 2015 game 
so he could watch his daughter -- he and his wife, Cha-
nel, have four children -- participate in a halftime show, it 
made for a messy ending to what had seemed like a hand-
in-glove relationship.

But as comfortable as the San Diego fit may have 
seemed, Weddle’s eyes turned toward Baltimore, and he 
signed a four-year, $26 million contract in mid-March.

With Weddle beaming uncontrollably, the Ravens’ fan 
base saw the secondary’s new face put itself front and cen-
ter from Day One.

“This is what I want, and I’ve always wanted it,” Weddle 
said at the time. “It’s just an honor and a privilege coach 
Harbaugh and the front office decided they wanted me 
just as much. 

“And when it comes down to it, coming from a place 
that didn’t want me, to now coming to a place that would 
do anything to get it, it means the world, and I’m forever 
indebted to this organization by playing my best and doing 
whatever I can to help win.”

The Ravens’ secondary needs some help; it was part of 
a defense that allowed 51 plays of 20 or more yards last 

year, as well as eight touchdown passes that covered 30 or 
more yards.

Thanks to more disciplined play, Baltimore did field the 
league’s best pass defense during the final eight weeks, but 
the Ravens were ranked 10th in that category and haven’t 
been higher than that since 2011, when they were fourth.

Plus, a combination of 26 touchdown passes allowed to 
wide receivers (the league’s second most) and a mere five 
interceptions by defensive backs meant that changes had 
to be made. 

In other words, the secondary needed a new face.
“It’s awesome. I’m learning so much from him,” said 

converted cornerback Lardarius Webb, Weddle’s new 
safety partner. “He’s a great leader. He’s our Joe Flacco 
on the defense. He keeps everything going. [He is an] awe-
some guy -- awesome locker room guy. He’s great in the 
meetings. I can’t speak enough great things about the guy. 
[I’m] just happy to have him here to make us better. 

“A lot of guys are feeding off of his energy. I’m bringing 
the same type of energy. I’ve been here, and the guys look 
up to me also. So to have both of us back on the back end 
is big for the defense -- for the team.”

Webb’s opinion of Weddle is especially important, since 
the tandem looks to be the best implementation yet of a 
philosophy that throws out the traditional roles of free and 
strong safety.

Given the nature of Weddle’s play in San Diego, it would 
stand to reason he would be one who plays closer to the 
box and gets involved more in the running game, while free 
safety Webb would roam the deep center of the field -- like 
his idol, Ed Reed -- and try to bait the quarterback into 
throwing interceptions.

But with the two being more interchangeable and blur-
ring traditional lines, they have worked mainly on commu-
nicating better with each other so the big-play tendencies 
of the past could be eliminated.

“The communication, up to this point, has been pretty 
good,” first-year secondary coach Leslie Frazier said dur-
ing training camp. “It is something you are always working 
on as you are doing the installation, because there are new 
calls and new adjustments. 

“You need safeties that are vocal to really get that com-
municator across the board. I think our communication, 
for the most part, has been pretty good.”

It will need to be, as the faces in the Ravens’ safety 
corps seem to have dramatically changed.

Two highly drafted safeties from the team’s not-too-dis-
tant past, Matt Elam and Terrence Brooks, are no longer 
on the Ravens’ active roster; Elam was placed on injured 
reserve after final cuts, while Brooks was waived and sub-
sequently signed by the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Anthony Levine has proven to be tough and versatile 
enough to break out of his special teams role and occasion-
ally play sub-package linebacker as well as safety, while re-
turnee Kendrick Lewis has plenty of starting experience 
with the Ravens and Houston Texans.

Through attrition and attitude, the safeties are taking 
on Weddle’s very face and personality.

“I’m going to do everything I can to help [Webb] -- help 
whoever is playing with me,” Weddle said. “In the end, if we 
don’t work on the same page and work together, then we’re 
not going to be good.”

The Ravens hope things change for the better in the 
secondary and that Weddle’s beaming face becomes con-
tagious. 
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Beyond The Beard: Eric Weddle 
Hopes Secondary Saves Face
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FAN ON THE STREET    

“Mike Wallace or Breshad Perriman. The Ravens have to establish the deep route again to open the 
field for this offense to be successful and become a playoff contender again.”HOWARD BLUMBERG

“If Ronnie Stanley is as good as advertised, the Ravens are playoff bound. Alas, many rookies take a 
few weeks to settle in to the position.” JIM OREMLAND

“If I had to name one player and one thing we need to turn around, I’d say Eric Weddle, and we need 
to stop giving up the big plays and create more turnovers. OK, that was two things, but same second-
ary.” BILL BOLANDER

“No doubt it has to be Ronnie Stanley. If he can protect Joe Flacco effectively, he may be the MIR, 
Most Important Raven. And being a rookie, he can add breakout player to his resume if he does well 
protecting the “ELITE” quarterback.” ELIE GOLDSTEIN 

“I think the breakout player is going to be Za’Darius Smith. He’s added muscle and has experienced 
the speed of the NFL. He had only 5.5 sacks last year, but they all came near the end of the season. He’ll 
be especially important because we need some youth to help out Old Man Terrell Suggs.”MIKE NOVAK 

“It sounds strange to name an offensive lineman, but if Ronnie Stanley can step in on Week One, 
protect Joe Flacco and open lanes for the running game, then he will be the breakout player in 2016. 
To get into playoff contention, the Ravens need to find a true deep threat that they haven’t had since 
Torrey Smith left. They’re going to need to score to win this season, as I think the secondary is still 
questionable. Whether Breshad Perriman is the wide receiver to fill that void is still to be determined. 
But if he is, I think it will lead to great seasons for Mike Wallace, Kamar Aiken and all of the tight ends.”NICK KELLY 

“I have my doubts about making the playoffs this year. My breakout rookie would be Matt Judon. He 
may be starting by the end of the year. Ronnie Stanley is the standout player of the year.”RON WEISS

“This team needs the secondary to come up with turnovers while limiting big plays. Last year’s squad 
made virtually every quarterback they faced look like Peyton Manning pre-neck surgery. In order to do 
that, Eric Weddle will need to be the most important part of the defense to lead them back to respect-
ability.” JONATHAN W STEELE 

you answered

we asked

Want to participate in PressBox’s question of the month? 
Email Stan Charles at stan@pressboxonline.com.

Who Will Be The Ravens’ 
Breakout Player In 2016?

PressBox asked readers a trending sports 
question. Their answers appear below. 

PressBox posed a question on Facebook asking fans who they  
think will be the key factor or breakout player for the  

Baltimore Ravens this year, and what will it take for the team  
to get back to playoff contention.
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his September, Orioles slugger Mark 
Trumbo finds himself in an unfamiliar 
situation.

He’ll be ending the 2016 season with 
his fourth different club in as many years, 
and the previous three were complete 
non-entities at the end of the regular sea-
son. The 2013 Angels were also-rans from 

the jump, never holding a winning record after Opening 
Day. The disastrous 2014 Diamondbacks fell two games shy 
of the 100-loss mark. And the 2015 Mariners were already 
out of the pennant chase by the time they acquired Trumbo 
in June, ultimately limping to the finish line of a 76-86 sea-
son. For those clubs, September meant nothing more than 
playing out the string, watching wistfully from the distance 
as more talented teams geared up for the postseason hunt.

This year, the shoe is on the other foot for Trumbo and 
the playoff-hopeful Orioles.

The O’s entered September in the thick of a postseason 
battle, going into the final month with a claim on an Ameri-
can League Wild Card slot while lingering in the AL East 
race for good measure.

For Trumbo, who has tallied more than 800 career games 
in the majors without ever making it to the playoffs, the 
chance to play meaningful baseball in September marked a 
refreshing change of pace.

“That’s why we play,” Trumbo said. “That’s why we’re 
here. I think this is by far the best team I’ve ever been part 
of. I think we’ve done a great job so far this year. This is 
going to be a huge month for us, obviously. But the guys 
in here know what it takes, and we’re just going to give it 
everything we’ve got.”

It’s a feeling Trumbo hasn’t experienced since 2011 and 
2012, his first two full seasons in the majors, when the Angels 
were contenders into the final week. In both cases, though, 

the club ran out of steam and was eliminated during the 
season’s final days. (The Angels’ 2012 elimination, as it hap-
pens, clinched a postseason spot for the Orioles that year.)

The question remains: will the Birds have enough legs to 
finish the job those Angels couldn’t?

“You don’t want to compare,” Trumbo said. “Basically, 
we just need to win enough games to get there. There’s no 
magic formula other than getting it done on the field. It just 
comes down to us executing the things that we’ve done all 
season, and we probably need a little bit of luck at some 
point in there too, but I like where we’re at.”

A tough September schedule and a crowded field of AL 
contenders promised to make life difficult for the Orioles, 
however. With a multitude of teams vying for precious few 
postseason berths, the O’s entered the final month knowing 
any hiccups could doom their playoff chances.

According to Trumbo, though, the Birds weren’t feeling 
any undue pressure or a frantic need to scoreboard-watch 
their competition.

“Not near as much as people might think,” Trumbo said. 
“You’re obviously aware of kind of where you are, and this is 
crunch time, but it’s totally in our hands. We’re going to play 
the teams that are in the race basically the whole month, 
and we need to do what we need to do to get to where we 
want to be.”

Trumbo has done his part to help the Orioles get there.
Trumbo started the 2016 season like a house afire, in-

stantly making a good impression on his new club after the 
O’s acquired him from the Mariners during the offseason. 
Trumbo went 4-for-5 on Opening Day and didn’t look back, 
going on an offensive tear that left him with a .288 average, 
.923 OPS and a league-leading 28 homers at the end of the 
first half. Trumbo was named to the AL All-Star team for 
the second time and participated in the Home Run Derby 
in San Diego.

At the halfway point of the schedule, Trumbo already 
had more home runs than he’d hit in an entire season since 
2013, a blistering power pace he attributed to a few mechani-

cal adjustments at the plate.
“I tried to improve my timing a little bit this year,” Trum-

bo said. “I subtracted a little bit from some of my load. In 
the past, I’ve used a few different mechanisms to start the 
swing -- high leg lift, I have a toe tap kind of thing. I’ve al-
ways wanted to eliminate those, but they always felt like 
they put me in a real powerful position, so this year I’ve ac-
tually done a little bit less, and the power’s actually been 
more. So I think I’m fairly happy with where I’m at right 
now.”

Since the All-Star break, Trumbo’s overall offensive 
numbers have normalized, with much lower marks in bat-
ting average and on-base percentage during the second 
half. But he hasn’t stopped hitting home runs. Trumbo 
continued to lead the majors in round-trippers late into 
the season, becoming the first player of 2016 to reach the 
40-homer mark, a feat he achieved Aug. 28 during his 129th 
game. He was the fifth-fastest Oriole in franchise history to 
reach 40 homers in a year, and he shattered his previous 
career best of 34 blasts in 2013.

“He’s just putting [together] a lot of good swings,” man-
ager Buck Showalter said. “Mark hasn’t had a lot of ebb 
and flow to his season, even though his average isn’t what it 
was obviously a month or two ago, it doesn’t seem like he’s 
had a lot of inconsistencies. He’s been a threat every time 
he walks up there. He’s pretty strong. He’s a real student 
of hitting. It’s about a lot more than just trying to hit balls 
over the fence.

“There’s no secrets up here. It’s like a pitcher where you 
know exactly what they’re going to do and they still do it. 
Everybody knows what Mark is doing, and he’s still able to 
do it. And they’ve thrown the kitchen sink at him. They’re 
tried everything.”

Playing half his games at homer-friendly Camden Yards, 
Trumbo is a good fit for his home ballpark. But that’s not 
a huge factor in his home run surge in 2016. Trumbo -- to 
use a technical term -- hits baseballs very hard. According 
to MLB’s Statcast, Trumbo’s average exit velocity when he 
makes contact is 95.1 mph, fourth best among MLB regu-
lars.

In addition, Trumbo -- to use another technical term 
-- hits baseballs very far. Of his first 41 home runs, all but 
five of them would’ve cleared the fence in at least 20 ma-
jor league ballparks. Those blasts weren’t Camden Yards 
cheapies.

“Don’t talk to me about the ballpark,” Showalter said. 
“The balls that he hits, it doesn’t matter where he’s playing. 
It really doesn’t.”

Where Trumbo hasn’t excelled, however, is in right field. 
By both advanced metrics and the eye test, his defensive 
work has been shaky at best, hazardous at worst. As of mid-
September, FanGraphs pegged Trumbo at negative-eight de-
fensive runs saved. Baseball Reference was similarly unkind, 
grading Trumbo’s fielding with such poor marks that they 
nearly negated his 41 homers, ranking him as the Orioles’ 
ninth most valuable player overall in wins above replacement.

For Showalter, though, Trumbo’s offensive contributions 
outweigh whatever deficiencies he may carry with his glove.

“In the outfield, he throws well, and he’s engaged in it,” 
Showalter said. “He wants to be as good as he’s capable of 
being, and he’s done some good things for us out there. He’s 
obviously done some good things offensively. He’s not go-
ing to try to make a case as a Gold Glover, but he’s been 
adequate for us. And especially when you couple it with the 
offensive things he’s done, I would’ve been real happy with 
it coming out of spring. There was a lot of unknown there.”

There’s also a lot of unknown about Trumbo’s future in 
Baltimore. He’s eligible for free agency after the 2016 season, 
which could make him a one-and-done Oriole, similar to fel-
low slugger Nelson Cruz in 2014.

All else being equal, though, Trumbo would welcome a 
return to the Orioles in 2017.

“I’m having a great time here,” Trumbo said. “It’s been 
great. Obviously, I don’t have a crystal ball. I think this is an 
awesome place for me personally. It’s inspiring to come to 
work every day, and it’s been nothing but positives.”

Only one thing could make Trumbo’s 2016 experience 
even better: a long-awaited trip to the postseason. 
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hortly after he took over 
as the Orioles’ president 
of baseball operations, 
Andy MacPhail coined 
a term for his game plan 
that has become well 
known in these parts.

“Grow the arms, buy the bats,” wasn’t 
exactly a revolutionary idea, given the fact 
most teams in baseball were already op-
erating with the same philosophy. And it 
certainly wasn’t a new approach for the 
Orioles, who had spent 80 of their 148 draft 
choices the previous three years on pitch-
ers (including 2007, before MacPhail took 
over June 20 and was a key force in getting 
first-round pick Matt Wieters signed).

It’s been almost a decade (nine-plus 
years) since MacPhail arrived, and little 
has really changed in the way the Ori-
oles and just about every other team in 
baseball utilize the amateur free-agent 
draft. Every team has a mission, find the 
“electric” arm, the one that lights up the 
radar guns, pushing them to previously 
unheard of three-digit numbers. 

Baseball, like just about every other 
major sport, being the copy-cat business 
it is has religiously stuck to its philosophy 
of going after the best arms instead of the 
best athletes. And there is enough reason 
to at least wonder if the game is better 
off for this approach, especially when it 
comes to grading high school pitchers.

The Orioles know all about how that 
works with Dylan Bundy -- the “electric 
arm” of the 2011 draft emerging as a po-
tential force at the top of their rotation. 

The Orioles drafted Kevin Gausman the 
next year, seemingly putting the Ori-
oles in position for a dominant one-two 
punch. But under the guidelines that 
now seem to have taken root, it takes 
time for young pitchers to develop. 

While position players are thrown to 
the wolves as soon as they sign, pitchers 
are nursed at a pace that can only be de-
scribed as “ultra cautious.” It’s enough 
to make some seasoned observers won-
der if it’s ever worthwhile drafting a high 
school pitcher. There is certainly enough 
evidence to suggest it’s a waste of time.

Unlike football and basketball, where 
college drafts have served as a source of in-
stant replenishment, baseball has been con-
tent to use the process as little more than a 
way to stock the minors and allow talent to 
slowly rise to the major leagues. But, in case 
you hadn’t noticed, times have changed. 
More than ever before, the baseball draft 
has been used for instant gratification.

And, more often than not, the posi-
tion players are making as big an impact 
as the pitchers, which begs the question: 
Shouldn’t the best athletes, the ones 
with the best and most tools, be the pri-
mary targets? Especially given the fact 
just about every team includes a pitcher 
originally drafted as a position player 
(like the O’s Mychal Givens).

I doubt any team has stressed the 
need for starting pitching more than the 
Orioles -- and they appear to have a pair 
of keepers in Bundy and Gausman. But 
one can be excused for wondering if the 
emphasis isn’t overstated.

In the four drafts conducted while 
MacPhail was in charge (he is now with the 

Philadelphia Phillies in a similar position), 
the Orioles drafted 26 (of 50) pitchers in 
2008 (Brian Matusz); 30 more (of 50) in 2009 
(Matt Hobgood); 22 (of 50) in 2010 (Manny 
Machado) and 28 (of 50) in 2011 (Bundy). 

In the five drafts under executive vice 
president of baseball operations Dan 
Duquette, only once (2015, when they 
used 19 of 41) have the Orioles used less 
than half their picks on pitchers. This 
past year 27 of 41 draft choices were 
listed as pitchers, perhaps significantly, 
only seven of them from high schools.

Based on the sheer numbers, it seems 
reasonable to assume (I know, I know 
what that means) that a much higher 
percentage of position players (athletes 
in this terminology) make it than pitch-
ers. Even given the fact pitchers make 
up almost half of every roster, it remains 
there are eight other positions, and 
somebody has to play them.

Given the number of top players, espe-
cially at the high school level, also utilized 
as pitchers (often as the ace), it would 
seem assets other than arm strength 
and the ability to light up the radar gun, 
might get a little more consideration.

Case in point: There was a pretty 

good player around here a few years ago 
who was the top pitcher and best player 
on his high school team. His dad, who 
happened to be a big league coach, felt 
strongly he should be considered a posi-
tion player first.

Every other team in baseball had him 
scouted as a pitcher -- draftable in the 
second or third round. He was taken by 
the Orioles, the only team that rated him 
as a position player, because Dick Bowie 
was the only scout who took the time to 
see him play when he wasn’t pitching -- 
and the rest of the story is history for Cal 
Ripken Jr. But here’s a thought to ponder: 
Suppose it was “just another guy,” one 
who didn’t have a dad coaching in the big 
leagues -- for the team that picked him, no 
less -- what would have happened?

The ensuing answer in most similar 
cases is this: “We drafted you; we’re pay-
ing you; you belong to us and you’ll do it 
our way.” The bottom line is more play-
ers are able to make the transition from 
position player to pitcher than the other 
way around.

We’re not suggesting pitching should 
be de-emphasized, with so many moaning 
about the shortage of top quality starters, 
but wondering why more attention isn’t 
being paid to position players, those who 
might be every day contributors. In other 
words, are we over-emphasizing a position 
where even the best are playing every fifth 

day? Is it really necessary to draft 10 in or-

der to turn over a keeper?
Tough question. Not an easy answer. But 

it would seem one worth considering.  

Jim Henneman can be reached at 
JimH@pressboxonline.com.

 UPON FURTHER REVIEW

Do Teams Focus Too Much On 
Pitching During MLB Draft?

S
  Jim Henneman  

his is what you wanted. 
This is what Orioles 
fans should have hoped 
for when the team first 
assembled in Sarasota, 
Fla., in February.

There is meaningful 
September baseball in 

Baltimore.
I’ve heard from fans that’s no longer 

enough. That after postseason runs in 2012 
and 2014, you demand meaningful baseball 
in September and expect the postseason 
in October. And anything short of a World 
Series would be a disappointment.

I get it, but it doesn’t really work that 
way. Making the playoffs constitutes a 
successful season, even if the ending isn’t 
satisfying. Only one of the 30 cities can 
have a tickertape parade each November. 

And maybe it will be Baltimore; once 
a team gets into the playoffs anything 
can happen. Make no mistake, there’s no 
team in the American League that isn’t 
flawed.

But if the Orioles fall short of the goal 
of winning the World Series, the blame 
likely will be cast toward the deficiencies 
that have haunted this club since 2012.

The starting pitching isn’t formidable. 
Even if they can hold the opposition to 
just a few runs, the starters, as a unit, 
don’t routinely pitch deep into games. 
And the offense is too one-dimensional. 
When the Orioles aren’t hitting home 
runs at a near-record pace, they have 

trouble scoring runs.
These are things that should have 

been fixed during this offseason, or re-
ally any offseason in the past few years. 
It’s easier said than done, of course. It’s 
not so much about spending money, it’s 
about spending money wisely and on the 
right people. And that’s an art.

Orioles executive vice president of 
baseball operations Dan Duquette did 
grab an easel this winter and painted by 
buying numbers. He signed Hyun Soo 
Kim, the Korean Hit Machine, who has 
led all Orioles regulars and semi-regulars 
in on-base percentage this year. He se-
lected outfielder Joey Rickard from the 
Tampa Bay Rays in the Rule 5 draft, par-
tially because of a career .390 OBP in the 
minors, and Rickard reached base at a 
.319 clip before losing much of the second 
half to a thumb injury.

Duquette also re-signed first baseman 
Chris Davis to a $161 million deal, mostly 
for his power potential, but Davis also 
has been one of the club’s better on-base 
guys in the past few seasons. Slugger 
Mark Trumbo, acquired from Seattle in 
December in case the Orioles lost Davis, 
has been leading the majors in homers 
this season, but was also respectable in 
the on-base category for a chunk of the 
year.

Put it all together, and the Orioles lead 
the world in longballs and have raised 
their OBP from a dismal .307 in 2015 to 
a mark that’s been around .320 in 2016. 
Consequently, the Orioles are on pace to 
score 50 more runs than they did in 2015, 
when they were seventh in the AL.

On the starting pitching front, Du-

quette added right-hander Yovani Gal-
lardo (two years, $22 million) to the rota-
tion in the offseason and, in July, traded 
for lefty Wade Miley. The Orioles dipped 
into their own system for other start-
ers: Kevin Gausman, Dylan Bundy, Mike 
Wright and Tyler Wilson to add to main-
stay Chris Tillman and the disappointing 
Ubaldo Jimenez.

It hasn’t gone smoothly; we all know 
that. The Orioles’ rotation ERA has hov-
ered just under 5.00 in 2016, actually worse 
than what it was (4.53 ERA) in 2015.

It’s easy to hammer Duquette for not 
better addressing the rotation. Buying 
starting pitching in free agency, however, 
is an incredibly risky proposition. It’s al-
ways extremely overpriced and rarely 
ends up as a good investment based on 
the length of the contracts.

Sure, the Orioles could have used an 
ace more than anything else this winter.

But the cost for such a pitcher?
David Price, 31, at seven years and $217 

million; Zack Greinke, 32, at six years and 
$206.5 million; Johnny Cueto, 30, at six 
years and $130 million.

You could make the argument the 
Orioles could have used Davis’ money on 
Cueto and still had some cash remaining. 
But, for one, long-term investments on 
hitters are typically more prudent than 
on pitchers.

Two, Cueto wasn’t signing in the AL. 
He’d had his taste of the AL in his brief 
time in Kansas City and was headed back 
to the more comforting lineups in the NL 
(with a pitcher hitting ninth). And, most 
important, he was choosing a pitcher-
friendly home park, and Camden Yards is 

never on that list.
The Orioles are not only wary of long-

term deals to free-agent pitchers, but 
they’d also have to overpay to land them, 
given the reputations of Camden Yards 
and the AL East. Really, though, it’s 
more about the club philosophy of buy-
ing the bats and growing the arms. With 
the exception of some top picks, such as 
Bundy and Gausman and relievers Zach 
Britton and Mychal Givens, the Orioles’ 
minor league system has not been fertile 
ground for growing arms (a topic for an-
other day).

The largest free-agent contract the 
Orioles have given to a pitcher was the 
four-year, $50 million deal to Jimenez be-
fore the 2014 season. Given how poorly 
that contract has worked out -- though 
Jimenez has had some brief flashes at 
times -- you can’t expect the Orioles to 
triple that expenditure for another start-
er in the future. And, honestly, there’s no 
one worthy of that kind of commitment 
likely available in free agency this winter 
(Jeremy Hellickson and Rich Hill may be 
the best of the group).

So the Orioles have to hope their cur-
rent crop of pitchers can at least be ad-
equate, and their offense can bash the 
opposition when it’s most needed: playoff 
time.

It’s not an ideal formula for the post-
season, when good pitching often negates 
a dangerous offense. But the Kansas City 
Royals had one of baseball’s worst rota-
tions last year and won the World Series 
thanks to a great bullpen and a resource-
ful offense.

In 2015, Kansas City had its first tick-
ertape parade since 1985.

Orioles fans want to go back to the 
1980s, too -- 1983 to be exact.

They’ll have to get to the postseason 
first. It won’t be easy, and it probably 
won’t be pretty, given the club’s biggest 
flaws are never fully addressed for vari-
ous reasons.

But if these Orioles make it to the 
playoffs -- significant warts and all -- that 
has to be called a successful season, no 
matter the final outcome.  

For The Orioles, Making The Playoffs 
Constitutes Successful Season

T
  Dan Connolly
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avy slotback Toneo Gulley got behind 
the Fordham defense, caught a pass 
over his shoulder from backup quar-
terback Will Worth and ran 57 yards 
for a touchdown to help the Midship-
men to a 52-16 home win during the 
season opener Sept. 3.  

The senior is going to need to make those types of 
big plays this season to keep Navy in the hunt for a trip 
to the American Athletic Conference title game.

Gulley is well-respected by his peers and was named 
co-captain this season. He is poised to play a big role in 
the offense and wants to make sure his senior season is 
one to remember.

“It means everything to me,” Gulley said about his 
final year at the academy. “I’ve been playing since I was 
7, and everything leads up to the season. The game-
time butterflies, it’s all the same, but just a little more 
intense now. The offense is looking pretty good. We still 
have to iron a few things out, and we’ll be ready.”

Last season, Gulley played in 12 games and carried 
the ball 12 times for 189 yards with three touchdowns 
after battling some injuries. However, he is capable of 
reeling off a big play each time he touches the ball. In 
an AAC game against Tulsa, Gulley took off for a 70-
yard touchdown on his only carry -- the longest run by 
a Navy player since 2012.

Gulley is also a versatile player who makes an im-
pact on special teams and is an effective blocker for his 
teammates.

“Toneo is the consummate team guy. He is not a 
stat sheet stuffer. You can’t look at the box score and 
[say] he did this or that,” Danny O’Rourke, Navy assis-
tant coach/slot backs/special teams coordinator, said. 
“Sometimes, the only people that know Toneo played 
well are the coaches watching the film on Sunday. He 
goes in the game and does whatever is asked.”

Gulley’s willingness to put the team first was a big 
reason he was selected as a co-captain with linebacker 
Daniel Gonzales. The two players set the example for 
the younger players on the field and the classroom.

Both Gulley and Gonzalez embody the quintessen-
tial student-athlete and were honored for those efforts.

“Being elected team captain at the Naval Academy 
is one of the highest honors you can receive at an in-
stitution that prides itself on producing great leaders,” 
Navy coach Ken Niumatalolo said. “Toneo and Daniel 
are not only outstanding football players, but they are 
great leaders in the locker room and in Bancroft Hall, 
and I have no doubt that they will be great captains 
for us.”

Gulley and Gonzales also helped come up with this 
year’s rallying cry, “We Will” to honor Will McKamey, 
a former player who died in 2014 after collapsing at 
spring practice. This year’s seniors were teammates 
with McKamey when they were freshman. Gulley and 
Gonzalez, along with the rest of the Midshipmen, want-
ed to make sure he was remembered.  

But that is just one way Gulley provides guidance 
to some of the younger players. He fully understands 
rising through the ranks and earning playing time is 
the culmination of years of hard work. He tells Navy’s 
freshmen they have to work hard for a bright future, 
but they can’t forget the work previous players have 
done to make Navy’s football program one of the most 
successful in the nation.

“It’s an honor to play for the guys who have gone be-
fore us and paid the price,” Gulley said. “I just let them 

know to take it all in. It’s still the same game back when 
they were playing when they were 6 years old. It’s the 
same game. Play between the white lines and have fun.”

Being named senior captain marked a steady rise 
for Gulley, a 2012 graduate of Tremper High School in 
Wisconsin. Gulley was a standout player, earning First-
Team All-State, All-City and All-County selections in 
his junior and senior years. He was also named the Mil-
waukee Player of the Year his senior season.

After spending 2012-13 at Naval Academy Prep 
School, Gulley appeared in 10 games in his first year in 
Annapolis, Md., primarily as a member of the Midship-
men’s special teams. He finished with eight tackles and 
impressed coaches with his work ethic.  

In 2014, he became a bigger part of the offense -- a 
highly disciplined group that ranked No. 1 nationally 
in fewest penalties per game (2.54) and fewest penalty 
yards per game (24.77). Gulley played in all 13 games 
that season and ran for 77 yards on 11 carries with a 
touchdown. He also continued to make an impact on 
special teams and began to show the type of leadership 

qualities that make him a role model.  
Gulley credits his coaches, especially O’Rourke, with 

providing players with the insight and tools to succeed. 
It’s all about establishing Navy’s culture, which embod-
ies such traits as selflessness, discipline, hard work, 
toughness and humility.  

“Coach [O’Rourke] does a great job of pulling up 
film from years ago so guys can see the tenacity, the 
unselfishness, just the culture of our position,” Gulley 
said. “Our young guys see it on the film and the seniors 
reinforce that on the field.”

This year, Navy’s offense has a new look without 
record-setting quarterback Keenan Reynolds, who was 
picked by the Baltimore Ravens in the sixth round of 
the NFL Draft and is on the team’s practice squad. The 
Midshipmen will spread the ball around more to get 
more players involved.

One thing they hope will not change is their domi-
nance at home. With the win against Fordham, the 
Midshipmen extended their winning streak to 11 games 
at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium -- the lon-
gest streak since 1953-64 when the Mids reeled off 21 
straight wins on their home turf. (Navy played many 
home games at other locations, such as Baltimore’s old 
Memorial Stadium.)

“We definitely take pride in that,” Gulley said. “Pro-
tect our house, that is what we always say when we are 
at home. That’s what we want to do.” 

hen an entirely new coaching staff 
takes over a program that went 3-9 
the previous year, position coaches 
probably don’t have many players en-
trenched in starting positions. Dave 
Borbely, hired in January to be Mary-
land head coach DJ Durkin’s offensive 

line coach, didn’t have a set offensive line, but he did 
have one luxury.

Borbely’s left tackle, Michael Dunn, is a fifth-year 
senior who has missed just one start during his entire 
college career. One of Borbely’s first tasks was getting 
to know the 6-foot-5, 300-pound Bethesda, Md., na-
tive, who Borbely could tell right away had the physical 
traits of a prototypical, veteran left tackle.

“When he told me he was a former walk-on, I almost 
fell off my chair. I was like, ‘You’ve got to be [kidding] 
me, bro,’” Borbely said at Maryland’s media day Aug. 
16. “So he started telling me his story, and it was pretty 
cool -- just about how he viewed himself after that first 
year and what he figured out he needed to do. He was a 
very impressive guy.”

Before he got to College Park, Md., Dunn honed his 
craft at Walt Whitman High School in Montgomery 
County with little fanfare. His profile page on Rivals.

com doesn’t include a star rating, much less a ranking 
nationally or in the state of Maryland. He didn’t have 
any Division I scholarship offers.

Dunn enrolled at Maryland and walked on to the 
Terps in 2012, redshirting and serving on the scout 
team. At the time, Dunn said there was “no expectation 
of what I might do.” He was told by former head coach 
Randy Edsall’s staff he could possibly play at Maryland 
in the future if he put in the required work. 

Dunn said he saw what he needed to do to play at 
the Division I level, and at Maryland specifically. The 
next summer, in 2013, Dunn had what he terms a “pret-
ty good” training camp -- good enough to earn not just 
a scholarship from Edsall but also a starting position 
along the offensive line.

“It was a moment I’ll never forget. It was pretty emo-
tional,” Dunn said of learning he had earned a scholar-
ship. “I was always confident with myself that I’d even-
tually play here, but I never thought that I was going 
to be playing so early in my career, so it was quite the 
surprise for me when Coach Edsall told me that I was 
starting and I had a scholarship. It was a great mo-
ment.” 

Though Edsall’s teams largely struggled, Dunn 
thrived once he got on the field. He started nine games 
at right guard and four games at right tackle as a red-
shirt freshman in 2013. He started 10 games at left tack-

le and three games at the other tackle spot in 2014. 
Last year, he started the Terps’ first 11 games at left 

tackle before missing the final game of the season at 
Rutgers with a high ankle sprain. Add it all up, and it 
was a streak of 37 straight starts. 

“Being an offensive lineman, we don’t have stats 
such as interceptions or rushing yards. The proof is 
kind of in the number of starts,” Terps sophomore right 
tackle Damian Prince said. “With 37 starts, it’ll be close 
to 50-something by the end of this season. It’s just in-
credible.”

Dunn said he injured his ankle during the Terps’ 24-7 
loss to Michigan State in East Lansing, Mich., Nov. 14. 
He tried to play through the injury during Maryland’s 
next game, a 47-28 loss to Indiana in College Park Nov. 
21, but aggravated it just before halftime when his an-
kle was stepped on. Dunn said he “was barely able to 
walk, and after that; I just couldn’t really do it.”

The inability to walk is one of the few things that 
can force Dunn off the field. He doesn’t mind playing 
through pain, and he takes pride in being a staple of 
the Terps’ offense.

“Whether it was some sort of ankle, some sort of fin-
ger or back or just something, I’ve been in pain. But 
you’ve got to be able to fight through that,” Dunn said. 
“It’s not really unless you’re actually injured, that’s the 
only reason why you should miss a game. I just feel if 
you’re hurting a bit ... that’s no reason to miss one of 
the few opportunities of going out there and playing the 
game you love on a weekly basis.”

As such, Dunn has the undying respect of his team-
mates, particularly the ones with whom he shares the 
offensive line, and his coaches. But it’s not just Dunn’s 
durability and reliability that catches his teammates’ 
and coaches’ eyes. It’s also his work ethic on the prac-
tice field and the way he conducts himself off the field. 

“You can’t tell whether it was the start of practice 
or the end of practice when you watch film on him,” 
Durkin said.

“He’s a pro’s pro -- the way he works, the way he 
takes notes, the way he learns, the way he approaches 
practice every day,” Maryland offensive coordinator 
Walt Bell said. “I think, more than anything, especially 
in modern society, physical actions are lacking, and 
he’s the opposite. He’s a worker, and I think kids re-
spect that.”

“You just look at him as a model for the team,” Mary-
land junior left guard Mike Minter said. “That’s the 
kind of guy I want to play next to. That’s the kind of 
guy I want to be on the field and off the field, as well.”

This year, Dunn is once again the starting left tackle 
for the Terps, leading an otherwise green offensive line. 
During Maryland’s season-opening 52-13 win against 
Howard Sept. 3, Maryland started Minter at left guard, 
sophomore Brendan Moore at center, senior Maurice 
Shelton at right guard and Prince at right tackle. Those 
four only had a combined 12 starts entering the season. 

Maryland is emphasizing a high-tempo spread of-
fense under Bell, who likes to run the ball in a variety of 
ways with a host of running backs. The offensive line-
men have to be in terrific shape to handle the pace, the 
amount of snaps and array of running plays the Terps 
want this season.

“We’re not really the type of team that could run 
power down people’s throats like Michigan State and 
Wisconsin, but I think this offense fits us perfectly,” 
Dunn said. “I think we have a bunch of really athlet-
ic offensive linemen who could get out in space, and I 
think we’re in the best shape that we’ve ever been in. 
We’re all really conditioned from a very well-run offsea-
son program by [strength and conditioning coach Rick 
Court].” 
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Terps’ Michael Dunn: From 
Afterthought To Indispensible
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  Todd Karpovich

Toneo Gulley Embracing 
Leadership Role At Navy
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ollowing a memorable 
run to a national cham-
pionship game that fell 
just short during the 
2013 season, the Towson 
University football pro-
gram was in a state of 

transition. 
All-American running back Terrance 

West had departed for the NFL Draft, 
along with a majority of the team’s senior-
laden roster. That offseason put a lot of 
pressure on head coach Rob Ambrose, who 
basically had to start rebuilding his pro-
gram piece-by-piece.

In spring 2014, Ambrose was asked if 
any new leaders had emerged on his roster, 
despite the lack of experience on his team. 
The first name out of Ambrose’s mouth 
was not one of his nine seniors or 33 up-

perclassmen. It was his true sophomore 
running back, the man who would take the 
baton from West.

“I think Darius Victor is stepping into 
that role at a very young age,” Ambrose said 
at the time. “It’s part of his personality.”

When Victor took over for West in 2014, 
he didn’t just take the starting running 
back role. He became the new face of Tow-
son football.

For West, now the program’s all-time 
leading rusher with 4,849 yards and 84 
touchdowns, accomplishments on the field 
made him, colloquially speaking, “the Man” 
--  the player who could most singularly im-
pact the success of the team. 

As sensational as his play was, West was 
never voted a captain by his teammates. 
Victor has been an off-the-field leader at 
Towson since he took over, climbing the 
ranks as one of the university’s all-time 
leading rushers. Victor finished his junior 
season with 2,955 yards, good for fourth all-
time at Towson. 

Heading into the 2016 season, Victor is 
enthused by the possibilities for his indi-
vidual performance and the team’s.

“I feel like, as long as I stay healthy, I 
have a great group of guys in front of me 
on the offensive line,” Victor said. “We’re 
all experienced; we all play well together. If 
we all play as well as we’re capable of play-
ing, good things will happen. My success 
and our success as a run game and offense 
means team success, and that’s the ulti-
mate goal.”

Victor added a notch to his personal 
resume during the 2016 season open-

er against South Florida Sept. 3, as he 
eclipsed the 3,000-yard career rushing 
mark with 70 yards and two touchdowns 
during the Tigers’ 56-20 loss. Following the 
game, Ambrose said he doesn’t see his se-
nior tailback slowing down anytime soon.

“I would like to say it means a lot, but 
he is not done yet,” Ambrose said. “He just 
keeps on going. It is not so much the rush-
ing, that is part of it, and that is impres-
sive. He earns the respect of the opposing 
coaches and players.” 

But Victor’s strengths do not solely 
lie on his ability to run the ball. His com-
plete package has earned the respect of his 
coaches and teammates. 

“You watch a couple times tonight 
where he blocks like the best fullback you 
have ever seen,” Ambrose said. “... He is 
the outlet -- check-down guy that isn’t even 
supposed to be there -- but he is still mak-
ing plays.”

Even if Victor does not close in on his 
predecessor’s top spot as Towson’s leading 
rusher, his contributions as a player and 
team leader will give Victor his own unique 
spot in the Towson football history books.

Nicknamed “Vito” for the fictitious Vito 
Corleone, the title character of Francis 
Ford Coppola’s “The Godfather” epic, Vic-
tor’s story at Towson will go down as a tale 
of a beloved teammate, effective leader and 
terrifying opponent.

 “Guys like that, you love to play with 
and you love to play for,” Ambrose said. 
“I know the offense loves playing for him, 
and the defense loves playing with him. He 
makes the program better.” 

  Simon Habtemariam

Darius Victor Becoming 
Off-Field Leader For Towson
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ell before Cody Albrecht 
was a sixth-year senior on 
the Maryland men’s soccer 
team, the midfielder en-
joyed a season for the ages 
in 2010 at DeMatha Catho-
lic High School, mere min-

utes away from College Park, Md.
Albrecht led the Stags to a 24-0 record and 

the Washington Catholic Athletic Conference 
title. The Silver Spring, Md., native scored 10 
goals and recorded a Maryland-record 31 as-
sists during the 2010 season. He was named The  
Washington Post’s All-Metro Player of the 
Year and the Gatorade Maryland Boys’ Soc-
cer Player of the Year. 

Albrecht’s brother, Kyle, had previously 
played at DeMatha and won three WCAC 
titles, a point of motivation for Cody, who 
hadn’t won a WCAC championship during his 
first three years with the Stags.

“It was a dream year. It was something out 
of a storybook,” Albrecht said of his 2010 sea-
son. “In my first three years, we never got it 
done. So to be able to do it in my senior year, 
with some of my best friends and some guys I 
still play with today ... and do it for DeMatha, 
my school, was awesome. It was something 
that I’ll remember for the rest of my life.”

After conquering the WCAC, Albrecht was 
set to take on the Big East by committing to 
St. John’s University. Albrecht loved his visit 
to St. John’s, immediately meshed with the 
coaching staff and saw it as a perfect fit as a 
soccer player and in the classroom. 

The start of his college career, however, 
was anything but perfect -- it was delayed 
by about 24 months. He tore the ACL in his 
left knee during his second day with the Red 
Storm in August 2011 when his knee gave out 
on a cut he made on the pitch.

Albrecht worked his way back and par-
ticipated in workouts during the summer in 
2012. Just before the first game of his redshirt 
freshman season, he tore the ACL and me-
niscus in his right knee during practice. Once 
again, a seemingly innocent cut he made was 
to blame, and he’s never been able to figure 
out if anything aside from bad luck contrib-
uted to his injuries. 

Albrecht’s 2011 and 2012 seasons at St. 
John’s were wiped out, and instead of build-
ing on his success at DeMatha, what he got 
instead was two years of hard rehab. 

“You go through a few stages when you 
have injuries like that. You’re angry -- ‘Why 
me?’ -- and then kind of go through a phase 
where you start to pick it up,” said Albrecht, 
who credited his immediate family, including 
his mother, Laurie, and father, Paul as being 
a vital support system. “I had a great support 
system, and that was something that really 
kept me pushing. 

“When you have those really bad days 
during rehab and when you think that it’s 
just never going to get better, they were al-
ways there to say, ‘Hey, it’s going to get better. 
You’re going to play again. It’ll get better at 
some point.’”

What Albrecht didn’t know while he was 

rehabbing was that his injuries would allow 
him to play college soccer at Ludwig Field, the 
same field where he had attended Maryland 
matches as a kid. 

Albrecht fought back from his second knee 
injury in time to compete in all 20 matches 
and start nine for the Red Storm during the 
2013 season -- his third year on campus but 
first on the field. Albrecht initially wore a knee 
brace, but didn’t need to wear it once he men-
tally overcame his injury and hasn’t worn a 
brace since. 

Albrecht scored his first college career goal 
Oct. 8, 2013 during a win against La Salle. A 
year later, in 2014, he started all 18 games for 
St. John’s and notched two assists. But the 
statistics didn’t matter as much as being on 
the pitch with his teammates.

“Getting back and being able to play now 
and play my last two years at St. John’s was 
awesome,” Albrecht said. “I cherish now, and 
I did cherish each game I was able to play, be-
cause I know it can be taken from you very 
quickly.”

Though he wasn’t able to play soccer dur-
ing his first two years at St. John’s, he was still 
successfully working toward a degree in mar-
keting, and he graduated after four years on 
campus. Albrecht was able to search for other 
options as a graduate transfer with two years 
of eligibility on the pitch remaining.

Albrecht considered staying at St. John’s, 
whose coaching staff was open to keeping him 
for the rest of his career. But Albrecht had oth-
er ideas. Maryland didn’t recruit him out of 
high school, but he wanted to come to College 
Park. Albrecht grew up nearby, went to games 
at Maryland Stadium, Cole Field House and 
Ludwig, and his dad went to the school. 

“Maryland’s been in my blood,” Albrecht 
said. 

He reached out to Maryland, and Terps 
head coach Sasho Cirovski took interest in 
him. 

“We do a great job of recruiting, but we’re 
not super aggressive in the process. That 
drew us, too -- the fact that he really wanted 
to come to Maryland,” Cirovski said. “He’s a 
Maryland guy, and I think he always had an 
itch to be with us, and I think we felt the same 
way. And when we brought him in, it was a 
great fit. Cody’s a winner; he’s a competitor 
and we really felt his maturity and his leader-
ship would be important.”

Albrecht is still the leader he’s been his 
whole career as a soccer player -- he was 
named co-captain this year along with goal-
keeper Cody Niedermeier and defender Alex 
Crognale, both seniors -- but he’s become 
a different player in the six years since he 
posted record-breaking offensive numbers at 
DeMatha. 

“He plays as our defensive midfielder,” 
Cirovski said. “That’s a key leadership posi-
tion. He’s tasked with the idea of breaking up 
plays but also helping build our attack. He’s 
a very focused individual, but he’s also really 
tough. He took some shots off the line last year, 
saved a few goals. And he’s certainly never 
seen a tackle he didn’t like. He’s a tough kid.”

Albrecht played in eight games in 2015 as 
he transitioned from being with St. John’s for 
four years. It took time for Albrecht to adapt 
to the Terps’ culture and, as Albrecht put it, 
“understand what it takes to be a Maryland 
soccer player.” But in the second half of last 
season, Albrecht “was such a key component 
of our team that now he’s ... a co-captain,” 
Cirovski said.

The Terps’ expectation is Albrecht will 
continue to improve as Maryland’s defensive 
midfielder. Crognale said Albrecht blocked 
shots in big games last year and became a 
player the Terps could rely on to be a vocal 
leader on the pitch, win balls in the midfield 
and bring energy to the game.

“Just to see him grow ... and get those rela-
tionships with myself, the back four and our 
attacking guys defensively,” Crognale said of 
his expectations for Albrecht. “Defensively, 
when we need stops [or] when we’re in their 
attacking third and they’re trying to get out, 
Cody’s the guy we see to win the balls or to 
talk to guys to put us in good positions. So 
he’s a huge part of what we try and do.”

It’s been a long, winding road for Albrecht 
to get to College Park, which he said has made 
him a better soccer player and person during 
his six-year college career, including two major 
knee injuries. He thinks ending his career at 
Maryland is something “out of a storybook.”

Storybook, much like the way he ended his 
career at DeMatha. 

  Luke Jackson

After Two Knee Injuries, Cody Albrecht 
Cherishes Opportunity At Maryland
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Learn more at GoMustangSports.com.

Baseball

Men’s and Women’s Basketball

Women’s Beach Volleyball

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country

Field Hockey

Football

Men’s and Women’s Golf

Men’s and Women’s Ice Hockey

Men’s and Women’s Lacrosse

Men’s and Women’s Soccer 

Softball

Men’s and Women’s Swimming

Men’s and Women’s Tennis

Men’s and Women’s Track and Field 
(indoor and outdoor)

Men’s and Women’s Volleyball

583 All-Conference selections. 70 championship appearances. 31 players of the 
year. And 86 All-Americans. These are just a few of the highlights of Mustang 
sports. With our 27 Division III sports teams and 800-plus student-athletes, we 
can’t wait to see what we do next.

DIVISION III TEAMS

STEVENSON ATHLETICS:
BUILDING ON OUR SUCCESS

$8.95$8.95 Polock Johnny’s Sausage 
with chips and pickle
Polock Johnny’s Sausage 
with chips and pickle

Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter 
for events and promotions

www.CamdenPub.com www.CamdenPub.com 
647 W. Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21201 • 410.547.1280
Just 2 blocks west from the ballpark! Just 2 blocks west from the ballpark!

Come join us on 

    game DAYs
                     at the

Come join us on 

  GAME DAYs 
                  at the

$12.95$12.95 Jumbo Lump
Crab Cake Sandwich
Jumbo Lump
Crab Cake Sandwich



he NCAA is considering 
several proposals to al-
ter the game of lacrosse, 
most notably implement-
ing two-point goals.

Under the plan, teams 
would be awarded two 

points if they score within 30 seconds of 
gaining possession. However, the potential 
new rule would be limited in scope because 
after 30 seconds have elapsed, the two-
point goal opportunity would no longer be 
in effect.

Furthermore, if either team calls time-
out, the offensive team will not be awarded 
two points. This potential new rule includes 
a variety of timing options, including a vis-
ible shot clock, rather than simply depend-
ing on the game officials for guidance.

Bob Shriver, the legendary former la-
crosse coach at Boys’ Latin, said the new 
rules would alter the overall strategy and 
in-game management. Inevitably, coaches 
would adapt to the new rule and find ways 
to use them to their advantage.

“How would a team approach each 
and every end of a period?” Shriver said. 
“Teams would figure out mathematically 
how many attempts versus successes they 
have if they shot within 30 seconds of pos-
session versus how many if they just played 
it ‘normal.’ The computations and permu-
tations would be daunting, but coaches 
would figure the best strategies for their 
team based on the talent level, the oppo-
nents. Coaches’ jobs are to figure things 
out.”

Traditionalists might be opposed to 
the different rules. However, the NCAA is 
constantly looking at ways to improve all 
sports. Shriver said a two-point goal could 
benefit the game if coaches are able to ef-
fectively execute the strategy.

“If you look at it as a big picture, it 
would logically force or ask teams to speed 
up their play and bring the most beautiful 
part of our game, the fast break/unsettled 
situations, back to the fore,” Shriver said.

Shriver said the two-point goal could 
be a challenge to implement at the high 
school level because of the added expense 
of a shot clock. 

The NCAA is also mulling a proposal to 

alter faceoffs. Under the plan, officials will 
center the ball consistently five inches from 
the middle of the head of each player’s stick 
for more consistency and to promote fair-
ness. 

“The rules proposal aims to make the 
officiating mechanic clear and consistent 
for each faceoff and to enhance the fairness 
of the faceoff play,” NCAA officials said in 
a report.

The committee also recommended a 
proposal that corrects a loophole in time-
out rules.

Teams that call a timeout would satisfy 
the clearing rule, which prevents oppo-
nents from wasting time late in a game or 
half with the 30-second rule to advance the 
ball into the attack area.

“The rule changes in recent years have 
helped to return the speed and pace of 
play to the game,” said Bob Scalise, chair 
of the committee and director of athletics 
at Harvard University. “The committee is 
pleased overall with the look and feel of the 
game, and our rules survey and feedback 
agree with this sentiment. The committee 
is always looking to improve the game, but 
no major rules changes are needed at this 
time.”

An oversight panel designated by the 
NCAA must approve all of the proposals. 
If the panel gives its OK, men’s college la-
crosse programs can use the new rules dur-
ing the fall season, whether in practice or 
during scrimmages. The NCAA will then 
collect feedback and data from the coaches 
and game officials for further review.

According to the NCAA, other new rules 
being considered include:

• Restricted offensive area: Once offensive 
teams have moved the ball into the re-
stricted offensive area, they would not 
be allowed to move it back out, thus 
preventing teams from stalling.

• Ten-yard substitution area: The commit-
tee is looking closer at the impact of a 
smaller substitution box -- 10 yards. Of-
ficials are trying to determine whether 
more offensive transition opportuni-
ties can be created with a smaller box.

• Communication devices for on-field of-
ficials: This is a trend across several 
sports, and the NCAA is looking at the 
technology for lacrosse. 
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or college athletic de-
partments, getting their 
sports on TV is pretty 
much the Holy Grail.

That’s not something 
the “Power 5” conferences 
have to worry about.

Games in nearly all 
sports in the Big Ten, Atlantic Coast Con-
ference, Big 12, Pac-12 and Southeastern 
Conference are televised somewhere -- ei-
ther on the conferences’ networks or a re-
gional carrier.

But for most of the so-called “mid-ma-
jors,” it’s another story. It’s a big deal when 
one of their basketball or football games 
is on ESPNU or ESPN2. And don’t even 
think about swimming or field hockey or 
lacrosse.

The America East Conference, which 
includes UMBC, is hoping to change that, 
though, with a deal being negotiated with 
ESPN. With the deal, America East mem-
ber schools would have the ability to have 
any and all of their games streamed on a 
dedicated online channel on ESPN3, and 
ESPN would have the option of televising 
any of the games on one of its networks.

According to Matt Bourque, senior as-
sociate commissioner of external relations 
for the conference, the deadline for the 
agreement is Sept. 23. But, Bourque said, 
that is the third extension to the deadline 
“as legal counsel for both sides continues 
to work through details.” 

Bourque said conference officials are 
prohibited from commenting on the deal 

until it is signed. 
But UMBC athletic director Tim Hall 

said he is excited about the possibilities 
the potential deal could bring.

“Being able to say that we’re going to 
have all of our games on the ESPN network 
will be beneficial to us,” he said. 

“Recruiting has become more com-
petitive and more global. Let’s say we’re 
recruiting a basketball player from Aus-
tralia, and we can tell parents that they 
can get on their iPad or their laptop and 
watch all of their son’s or daughter’s 
games.”

Hall, who has been the athletic director 
at UMBC since July 2013 after six years as 
athletic director at the University of Mis-
souri-Kansas City, said the Retrievers’ pri-
ority will be televising men’s and women’s 
basketball, men’s and women’s lacrosse, 
and men’s and women’s soccer.

“For the America East to be able to 
come out and say all of our games are on 
ESPN, that’s a big selling point for us,” Hall 
said. “For recruiting, credibility, marketing. 
It really legitimizes what the conference is 
doing.”

And, Hall said, it’s a good deal for ESPN.

ESPN has similar deals with the Mis-
souri Valley Conference and the Horizon 
League. The MVC has a dedicated channel 
on ESPN3 called “The Valley on ESPN3.” 
The conference and ESPN signed a 10-
year extension of an existing media rights 
agreement in July 2015.

An important aspect of the ESPN deal 
is the network works with the conferences’ 
member schools to develop professional-
level, in-house production facilities.

Most colleges -- even at the Division II 
and III levels -- have the ability to stream 
their athletic contests. If, for example, you 
have a son or daughter who plays soccer 
at Division III Stevenson University, you 
can watch many of their games online. But 
the quality may or may not be up to ESPN 
standards.

That’s the case -- for the moment -- at 
UMBC. Hall said the quality of UMBC Re-
triever TV isn’t up to ESPN’s snuff. The 
network told the university what it needed, 
and UMBC will invest in the technology.

Hall said the university is working with 
their mass communications department 
and is thinking of adding sports broadcast-
ing as an academic minor.

“We can have a workforce of kids who are 
interested in having this as a career,” he said. 
“The synergies become twice as impactful.”

All of the America East member schools 
will have the same equipment.

 “We will be producing our games the 
way ESPN wants them, so there will be 
continuity among the conference,” he said.

Hall said if the deal gets signed, as ex-
pected, UMBC will start with just men’s 
and women’s basketball and will do an as-
sessment at the end of the year.

“There are no mandates as to when the 
other sports will start,” he said. “It will be 
left up to each school.

“We may choose to put swimming on 
because we have a good program. Albany 
and New Hampshire have field hockey pro-
grams, so they may choose to put that on.”

It’s a big step for UMBC and the Amer-
ica East.

“We’re getting in the TV business,” 
Hall said. “We’re excited to produce these 
games.” 
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UMBC Hoping Conference Deal 
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NCAA Considering Two-
Point Goals For Lacrosse, 
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hen legendary football coach Biff Poggi de-
cided to leave Gilman’s program this past 
January, Tim Holley, the school’s athletic 
director, had a big task in front of him.

Poggi was a legend at Gilman, leading 
the Greyhounds to 13 Maryland Interscho-
lastic Athletics Association A Conference 

Championships during his 19-year tenure. He has the most 
wins for a coach in the school’s history, and in 2015, he guided 
Gilman to a 10-1 record.

To Holley, who was a standout three-sport athlete at Gil-
man and graduated in 1977, the on-field accomplishments 
during Poggi’s era were impressive, but it was the type of per-
son he was that made him a special coach.

“If I were to define Biff’s legacy here, [it] would be that his 
mission was to find kids for whom the promise of success was 
a pipedream and give them access to it,” Holley said. “He won 
a lot of games, but I think his real legacy was for helping kids 
get a chance who might not have had one otherwise.”

With Poggi leaving to become an associate head coach/
special advisor for the University of Michigan’s football team, 
Holley and the rest of the assembled group set out to find a 
new head coach.

Holley approached the situation with the mindset of ensur-
ing the program would be stable. Poggi meant so much to Gil-
man football that Holley wanted to find a steady person who 
understood the program’s legacy and could guide it through 
this transition. As he considered the various candidates, Hol-
ley kept coming back to one person who he thought would be 
the perfect man for the job -- himself.

“I went to the headmaster and told him I thought the best 
way to stabilize it was for me to take the position,” Holley said. 
“Under the circumstances, a person who could manage the 
situation well was more important than a football expert.”

Don’t be fooled by Holley’s modesty -- he knows football 
and the art of coaching. He has coached the sport at every 
level Gilman has to offer, winning seven conference titles as 
the junior varsity football coach. He was an assistant with the 
varsity team during three different stints -- 1992-94, 1997-2000 
and 04-06, serving under Poggi during that time. In addition, 
Holley also has experience being a varsity head coach, hold-
ing the job for baseball and basketball since becoming the 

school’s athletic director in 1996. 
He’s also familiar to his players. Many of this year’s Grey-

hounds have already played a sport for Holley before this year.
“There’s a level of comfortability there with Coach Holley,” 

senior center and defensive tackle Will Weinfeld said. “It was 
nice to know we had a familiar face, someone we had already 
played for and knew, so it was relieving, in a way, when he was 
announced as the new head coach.”

Even though there is a lot of familiarity with the hiring of 
Holley, there are some changes with this year’s Gilman foot-
ball team.

A team that’s traditionally known for being big and power-
ful, Gilman will be relying more on its athleticism and speed 
this year, which means needing to draw up both a new offense 
and defense. For that, Holley turned to two Gilman alums who 
coached at their alma mater, but never as coordinators -- Rus-
sell Wrenn on offense and Jeff Gouline on defense. 

“I was really blessed to get to put together a great staff of 
football guys. Our coordinators and position coaches are ex-
cellent,” Holley said. “What the kids are getting from them is a 
real football expertise. We don’t have the same physical pres-
ence that we did last year, but I really like our team.”

While some would think brand new plays on both sides of 
the ball would be too much for a team after having a distinct 
style of play for almost two decades, Holley prefers to chal-
lenge his players. To him, one of the big strengths of his team 
is the collective intelligence of the group -- the team is able to 
pick up on things quickly, and when mistakes are made, it is 
able to make the adjustments so as not to repeat them.

The new looks on both sides of the ball have also been well-
received by the players. 

“We like the new offense; it’s a lot faster than what we’re 
used to,” senior wide receiver and defensive back Zach Jones 
said. “As a receiver, we’re more involved and aren’t always 
blocking. The line has their own calls and takes control of 
what they are doing in the front. We’ve been learning every-
thing really well so far, and enjoying it, too.”

The scouting report is similar on defense, with senior line-
backer and tight end Antonio DiCerbo crediting Gouline with 
dialing up exciting plays for the Greyhounds to execute.

“Coach Gouline is really intelligent and knows what he’s 
talking about when it comes to football. He knows where 
we need to be and when we need to be there,” DiCerbo said. 
“We’re a very aggressive defense and every play you’ll see 11 

hats to the ball.”
Even though the group is excited about Gilman’s chances 

this year, there are plenty of members of the high school foot-
ball community who think the Greyhounds will have a down 
year in 2016.

By not going out and getting a high-profile head coach, 
some naysayers believe it shows Gilman isn’t ready for foot-
ball without Poggi. The transferring of key players from last 
year’s team after Poggi left didn’t help, but the team is using 
the criticism as motivation. 

That doubt is allowing Gilman to play a part it rarely had 
the chance to play during Poggi’s tenure -- the role of the un-
derdog.

“We want to show people that we’re better than what most 
people expect. We still have plenty to fight for,” senior free 
safety and fullback Drew Ehrlich said. “If there was a year for 
us to have a chip on our shoulders, this is it, and a lot of our 
guys have it.”

That fire and motivation from the seniors is something 
Holley also thinks will play to Gilman’s strengths this year. 
He’s quick to tell you his four senior captains -- Weinfeld, 
Jones, DiCerbo and Ehrlich -- do a great job of setting the 
tone for the other veterans, who, in turn, help lead the young-
er players.

“I told the seniors from the beginning that this is their 
team,” Holley said. “We are here as coaches to guide them, but 
the players, particularly the seniors, have got to own it. They 
have taken that on and the seniors have been tremendous 
leaders.”

Looking ahead, there’s no timetable for Holley’s tenure as 
head coach. He acknowledges it could just be for this season 
and it could also be for multiple years. 

For him, he’ll continue to want to hold the position for as 
long as he thinks it’s in the best interest of the players and 
Gilman. 

“I view it like it’s a relay race, and what I’ve done is taken 
the baton from Biff and am now running my leg of the race,” 
Holley said. “Buying into the Gilman culture has been a part 
of the Gilman football tradition for decades. I’m going to run 
my leg of the race the best way I know how. The history and 
tradition of Gilman football will continue. We are not deviating 
from that.” 
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  Wick Eisenberg

Gilman Looks To Tim Holley 
To Continue Football Legacy

W

 VARSITY REPORT

Check out our ARM (Adjustable Rate Mortgages):

Member 
FDIC

Pasadena
410.437.4770

Severna Park
410.544.9600

Glen Burnie
410.768.7800

Gambrills
410.451.9550

Brooklyn
410.355.9300

Annapolis
410.266.7220

• ARMs typically have a lower initial interest rate than on a �xed-rate mortgage.
• Provides �exibility if you plan to move or re�nance within a few years.
• Your interest rate and monthly principal and interest (P&I) payments remain the same 
   for an initial period of 5, 7, or 10 years, then change annually.
• Includes an interest rate cap that sets a limit on how high your interest rate can go.

Contact us today
for rates and further information.

Call 410.768.7800 or
Apply for your loan online

arundelfederal.com All loan decisions are made in Maryland. We do not sell your loan: you call us for service during your loan’s entire term.

HERE’S OUR PITCH!
Low Rates - all the time!

HIGH SCHOOL    

evern senior Brooke 
Robbins was one of the 
most dynamic players 
in the region last season 
and was selected to the 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association of Mary-

land All-A Conference Team. Robbins, 
a midfielder, was also ranked as one of 
the top juniors in the nation. She was at 
her best in the biggest games, as she tal-
lied five goals and two assists during a 
key matchup against Notre Dame Prep. 
Robbins has committed to play lacrosse 
at the University of Maryland.

PressBox: Overall, how would you as-
sess your 2016 season with Severn and 
earning IAAM All-Conference honors?

Brooke Robbins: This season was a 
great season. Our team was very fun and 
competitive, and we had great chemistry 
on and off the field. Everyone looked for-
ward to practice and game days. Making it 
to the semifinals this year and losing to Ro-
land Park by one is a game I’m sure every-
one will remember. It is an honor to be rec-
ognized as an All-Conference IAAM player.

PB: Did you play club ball this summer? 
If so, were you able to compete with any 
of your Severn teammates?

BR: Yes, I played club with M&D. Al-

though I didn’t get the chance to play 
alongside any of my Severn teammates, 
I did play against a few of them. It’s al-
ways fun playing against players that are 
on my high school team. We know each 
other’s tendencies, so it makes the game 
more competitive.

PB: What goals have you set for yourself 
for next season?

BR: My goal is to assist Severn to anoth-
er winning season and get to the finals.

PB: Why did you pick the University of 
Maryland to attend college?

BR: I chose the University of Maryland 
because I love how great and competitive 
the lacrosse program is, and it is also a 
great school. Maryland is a big school, 
which I loved about the campus. It is 
nice to be close to home, making it easy 
to see family members.

PB: How do you balance your time be-
tween the academics at Severn and play-
ing sports?

BR: It is always a challenge to balance 
school work, practices and games. How-
ever, that is a part of being a student-

athlete. I look at my class and game 
schedule ahead of time, which helps me 
complete assignments before they are 
due. I have also taken advantage of free 
period in school to get work done. 

  Todd Karpovich

PNC Lacrosse Spotlight: 
Severn School Senior 
Midfielder Brooke Robbins
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To sign up for PressBox’s High School 
Lacrosse Newsletter, visit 

PressBoxOnline.com/lax_weekly
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(from left to right) Antonio DiCerbo, Will Weinfeld, 
Tim Holley, Zach Jones and Drew Ehrlich



RUGBY
The Baltimore-Chesapeake Rugby Club, the region’s only Division I men’s 

rugby club, is looking for experienced players or those new to the game. 

For more information, email baltimorechesapeakerugby@gmail.com or 

visit baltimorerugby.net.

COLUMBUS WEEKEND SOCCER CLASSIC 
Team registration for the Columbus Weekend Soccer Classic is open to 

all USSF youth-affiliated teams within the mid-Atlantic region. Male and 

female competition is offered in the single-age levels of U8-U14 and the 

dual ages of U16 and U18. The registration deadline is Sept. 23, and the 

Classic takes place Oct. 8-9 in Westminster. For more information, visit 

cmsasoccer.com.

 GOLF 

SEPT. 19 -- SIZZLING GOLF CLASSIC 
Raise money to fight leukemia with There Goes My Hero at Woodholme 

Country Club, with an 11 a.m. shotgun start. For more information, visit 

ruthschrissizzlinggolfclassic.com or call 410-653-2133. 

SEPT. 26 -- 4TH QUARTER GOLF OUTING
Enjoy a day of golf at Fairway Hills Golf Club to benefit The 4th Quarter, 

a nonprofit organization focused on building leadership skills and confi-

dence through after-school sports programs for middle school-age stu-

dents. For more information, visit the4thqtr.org/upcoming-events/ or call 

Justin at 443-904-6318.

SEPT. 26 -- PARKINSON’S GOLF OUTING
All of the proceeds from this fundraiser will go directly to the Parkinson 

Foundation of the National Capital Area. Last year’s event funded the 

opening of the I. Elliott Goldberg Parkinson’s Fitness Program, located 

at the Under Armour Performance Center in Hunt Valley, which offers 

free exercise classes to those suffering from Parkinson’s. This event will 

have a 8:30 a.m. shotgun start and will take place at Piney Branch Golf 

Club in Upperco. For registration information or to donate, contact ieggolf.

com@gmail.com or call 410-375-3337.

SEPT. 29 -- GOLF CLASSIC
The road to Pebble Beach starts at the Greystone Golf Course in White 

Hall, hosted by the National Kidney Foundation of Maryland. Practice 

and registration begin at 11:30 a.m.; followed by a shotgun start at 1 

p.m. Designed for new golfers and seasoned players alike, this four-

person scramble-style tournament comprises Handicap Index and Gross 

divisions. Proceeds will directly support NKF-MD’s patient emergency 

assistance program (providing food, housing aid, utilities, medical and 

dental support, medication and transportation to dialysis), as well as vital 

research at Johns Hopkins and the University of Maryland. To register, 

visit NKFGolfClassic.org or call 410-494-8545. 

OCT. 2 -- ED BLOCK MINI GOLF
This event will benefit the Ed Block Courage Award Foundation’s efforts 

to raise awareness and prevention of child abuse in Baltimore and other 

NFL communities. There are two rounds of play at Perry Hall Mini Golf 

at noon and 2:30 p.m. For more information, visit    edblock.org or call 410-

821-6252.

MEN’S GOLF
Fox Hollow Men’s Golf Club in Timonium has friendly competition at 

tournaments for all skill levels every other Saturday morning through 

October. For information and a membership application, visit foxhollow-

mensgolfclub.org.

  FOOTBALL

OCT. 3 -- A PURPLE EVENING 
The Baltimore Ravens will host their 10th annual women’s event from 4-9 

p.m. at M&T Bank Stadium. The event includes a variety of activities that 

will entertain the most avid and knowledgeable fans, as well as those who 

are just looking for a girls night out. The event also offers access to Ravens 

player appearances and autographs, including several Q&A sessions on 

the field. Vouchers to obtain signatures will be distributed with the pur-

chase of a ticket prior to the event. For tickets, visit baltimoreravens.com/

purple or call 410-261-RAVE (7283). 

OCT. 21 -- SOIREE WITH O.J. BRIGANCE 
Support people with ALS and celebrate the 47th birthday of the one and 

only O.J. Brigance. Festivities will take place from 7-11 p.m. at the Hard 

Rock Cafe, 601 E Pratt St. The event will feature music, dancing, food sta-

tions, wine, beer, live and silent auctions, celebrity appearances and more. 

For tickets, visit brigancebrigade.org/. 

JOIN THE RAVENS’ BAND 
Become part of the Baltimore Ravens’ game-day experience by joining 

Baltimore’s Marching Ravens. Visit baltimoreravens.com/marchingravens.

BALTIMORE TERPS YOUTH
Games are open to all players ages 4-14, regardless of weight or skill level. 

The games provide a platform for participants to play the proper posi-

tion for their body size while also ensuring their success as they move on 

to high school and beyond. To register, visit baltimoreterps.com/ or call 

443-863-TERP.

WOMEN’S TACKLE FOOTBALL
The Baltimore Burn is recruiting female athletes who want to play tackle 

football. Visit baltimoreburnfootball.com or call head coach Jon Randall 

at 443-897-1192.

 OTHER ACTIVITIES 

SEPT. 17 -- DOGFEST
Come for a doggone great family day including a walk, games, contests, 

swimming for your dog, demonstrations and lots of food. Meet adoptable 

dogs, cats, and rescue groups and participate in a fundraising walk with 

rolling start times from 10 a.m.-noon on a one-mile scenic path through a 

wildlife sanctuary. For more information, visit dogfest.org/.

SEPT. 23 -- FLIP FLOP FESTIVUS
Come to a football party to benefit the Life and Breath Foundation in its 

search to find a cure for sarcoidosis, the most common fibrotic lung dis-

ease, at the Four Seasons Hotel in Baltimore. Invited guests -- and past 

attendees -- include Juan Dixon, Matt Stover, Qadry Ismail, Brad Jackson, 

Gheorghe Muresan, Ray Knight, Jonathan Ogden, Phil Chenier, Pete 

Gilbert, Keith Mills, Mark Viviano, David Aldridge, Johnny Holliday and 

the Baltimore Ravens cheerleaders. Proceeds directly benefit the ground-

breaking research to create a diagnostic test for sarcoidosis, which would 

save millions of dollars in healthcare expenses. For more information, visit 

lifeandbreath.org/eventsdonate/flip-flop-festivus/. 

SEPT. 24 -- COOL KIDS GALA
Celebrate 10 years of Cool Kids from 6-11 p.m. at the B&O Railroad 

Museum. For tickets and information, visit coolkidscampaign.org/10year.

SEPT. 24 -- LEGACY CHASE
The Legacy Chase is dedicated to those who have overcome cancer. Show 

your support and enjoy a day of racing fun for the entire family. The gates 

will be open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. For more information, visit gbmc.org/

legacychase.

SEPT. 24 -- LEADER OF THE PACK
This competition is designed for everyone from an athlete to the average 

Joe. Participants can join in at their own CrossFit fitness level and will be 

encouraged to test limits and have some fun in the process. This event 

takes place from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. at Arenal Fitness, 2638 Quarry Lake Dr. in 

Pikesville. To register, visit eventbright.com. 

OCT. 1 -- ED BLOCK MINI GOLF
This event will benefit the Ed Block Courage Award Foundation’s efforts 

to raise awareness and prevention of child abuse in Baltimore and other 

NFL communities. There are two rounds of play at Perry Hall Mini Golf at 

noon and 2:30 p.m. Visit edblock.org or call 410-821-6252.

OCT. 8 -- DANNY WISEMAN BOWLING 
Join Danny Wiseman at 9 a.m. for a youth scholarship tournament 

at AMF Country Club Lanes, 9020 Pulaski Highway. To register, visit  

dannywisemanbowling.com. 

CAR RACING
Enjoy car racing with a dose of adrenaline in a safe and legal environment 

all summer long. Visit mirdrag.com or call 301-884-9833.

HOMESCHOOL SPORTS
Baltimore-area homeschooled boys and girls in grades 6-12 interested in 

playing interscholastic sports like soccer, volleyball and baseball can reg-

ister for the upcoming school season. For more information or to register, 

email chensports@verizon.net.

BOCCE
Baltimore Social operates a lot like the sports leagues of your youth, 

bringing friends and groups together to compete in a wide range of sports 

and activities, like soccer, skee-ball and sailing. Most of the leagues are six 

to eight weeks and include a final championship tournament and end-of-

season parties. For more information, visit baltimoresocial.com.

MARYLAND OFFICIALS CLUB
Interested in becoming a high school swimming official in the Baltimore-

Anne Arundel area? Experience as a competitive swimmer or coach at the 

high school, college or masters level -- or prior experience officiating -- is 

strongly preferred. Email mdcommish@comcast.net or call Mike Connors 

at 410-653-7307.

DISC GOLF
Local disc golf courses are open for play throughout the summer. For the 

first tee, follow signs for Maryland Zoo parking, which is past the softball 

field and reptile house. For additional courses in the area, visit md-disc-

golf.com or dgcoursereview.com.

DUCKPIN BOWLING
Youth fall duckpin bowling leagues for participants ages 3-21 are forming 

at various duckpin centers in Baltimore. Most programs run on Saturday 

mornings and include bowling, shoe rental and coaching. For more infor-

mation, visit ndya.org, call Stacy Karten at 410-356-0936 or follow duckpin 

bowling at facebook.com/theduckpinnews.

BALTIMORE FITNESS ACADEMY
BMoreFit’s goal is to reduce childhood obesity in the Baltimore met-

ropolitan area by educating and mentoring urban youth with targeted 

programs for improved health, fitness and nutrition. For more details, 

visit bmorefit.org.

KICKBALL
To participate in co-ed adult kickball around Baltimore, visit kickball-

baltimore.com for locations and dates.

BABE RUTH MUSEUM
The improved Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum has reopened and is 

located right next to Camden Yards. Babe Ruth’s legacy shaped the sports 

and American life we live now. Consider making a tax-deductible donation. 

Visit baberuthmuseum.org/donate/ or call 410-727-1539, ext. 3012.

BICYCLE REPAIR
At a cooperative bicycle shop, visitors can work on a donated bike, use 

tools to fix a broken bike or buy ready-to-ride secondhand bikes. Volunteer 

staff will provide assistance. For details, visit velocipedebikeproject.org. 

ULTIMATE FRISBEE
Ultimate Frisbee is one of the fastest growing and most exciting 

sports, combining the nonstop movement and athletic endurance 

of soccer with the aerial passing skills of football into one fast-paced 

game in which everyone is involved. The Pikesville Ultimate Disc 

Association will host separate youth leagues for boys and girls ages 

8-12 weeknights starting in September. For more information, email 

Brett Weil at ultimate@pikesvillerec.org or call 410-262-6136.

THE 4TH QUARTER
Registration is now open for The 4th Quarter, a 10-week after-school pro-

gram that uses football and fitness to encourage positive emotional, social, 

mental and physical development. The event, for middle school boys and 

girls, takes place at Bonnie Branch Middle School from Sept. 26-Dec. 7 

and Elkridge Landing Middle School from Sept. 27- Dec. 8. To register, call 

443-904-6318 or visit the4thqtr.org.
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 WALKS/RACES

SEPT. 17 -- PAWS ON PARADE 
The Baltimore Humane Society’s DogFest, featuring the Paws on Parade 

fundraiser, is a dog day extravaganza for pets, pet owners and pet lovers. 

It will benefit animals in need of care and refuge at the Baltimore Humane 

Society, a 365-acre no-kill shelter. The walk, activities, games, events and 

contests will be on the grounds of the Baltimore Humane Society, at 1601 

Nicodemus Rd. in Reisterstown. For more information, visit dogfest.org.

SEPT. 17 -- HAVE MERCY ON OUR SOLES
The annual Mercy High School 5K is a celebration of all things Mercy; 

celebrate and run/walk the 26-acre wooded campus of Mercy High School, 

1300 E Northern Pkwy. Proceeds from this event will support all-girls Mercy 

High School. To register, visit mercy5k.com. 

SEPT. 17 -- KIDS TRIATHLON 
Support the Karen Stevens Memorial Kids Triathlon and Karen’s legacy. 

Karen was a swim instructor at Severna Park Community Center-Aquatics 

and taught students of all ages and abilities before she passed away from 

cancer in 2009. The proceeds from the triathlon go toward funding swim 

lessons for children with special needs in Anne Arundel County. For more 

information, visit trifind.com. 

SEPT. 18 -- GET READY! GET SET! GET FIT! 
This 5K run/walk and one-mile walk will start at the CCBC Essex 

campus at 8 a.m. and benefit the Baltimore County Department of 

Aging’s programs for seniors. For more information and to register, 

visit getreadygetsetgetfit5k.com.

SEPT. 18 -- RACE FOR OUR KIDS 
The race to benefit the Herman and Walter Samuelson Children’s 

Hospital at Sinai features USATF-certified 5K and 10K courses, as well 

as a one-mile, family fun walk and has something for everyone -- from the 

elite runner to the novice weekend warrior. For more information, visit 

raceforourkids.org or call 410-601-4438.

SEPT. 18 -- FORT MCHENRY 5K
The Fort McHenry Tunnel 5K Walk/Run is hosted by MDTA to benefit 

Special Olympics Maryland. Participants will have a rare opportunity to 

walk/run through Bore 4 of the Fort McHenry Tunnel. To register, visit 

kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=1160755.

SEPT. 18 -- HEAT IT TO BEAT IT
Mercy Medical Center will unite hundreds of patients, their families and 

their friends to raise awareness and funds for research into the causes and 

treatment of peritoneal carcinomatosis, a cancer found in the abdomen. 

The 2.2-mile walk will start at the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore and end with 

live music, fun and games. To register, visit heat-it.org.

SEPT. 24 -- 5K RACE TO EMBRACE 
INDEPENDENCE 
Join a fun, healthy, family-friendly and festive neighborhood celebration 

to support and highlight the successes of Marian House women moving 

from dependence to independence. Participation helps raise vital funds for 

housing, food, clothing, education, life skills, employability training, coun-

seling services and other necessary support services for homeless women 

and children. For more information, visit marianhouse.org/5k. 

SEPT. 25 -- ZERO PROSTATE CANCER RUN/
WALK
Register for the Cancer Challenge 10K, 5K and one-mile fun walk at 

Towson University’s Johnny Unitas Stadium. This tight-knit community 

event will bring together athletes, doctors, cancer survivors and those who 

care about ending prostate cancer. The goal is to find a cure for prostate 

cancer by funding research and providing free testing and education. To 

register, visit zerobaltimore.org.

SEPT. 25 -- LARRY’S RIDE AND RUN
Larry’s Ride and Run, from 7 a.m.-4 p.m., will honor biker Larry Bensky, 

who lost his life while biking. The race will raise money for Bike Maryland, 

which raises awareness of bicyclists and bicycle-safety issues. For more 

information, visit larrysride.com/.

SEPT. 25 -- RUN WILD
The race will raise money for Pathfinders for Autism. It will start and end 

at the Maryland Zoo and includes plenty of entertainment and games for 

the entire family. To register, visit pathfindersforautism.org/.

OCT. 1 -- VICTIMS’ RUN/WALK
Raise funds to maintain an emergency fund that is available to crime 

victims who are in need of immediate assistance covering the cost of vic-

timization. This event takes place, rain or shine, from 9 a.m.-noon at Rash 

Field in the Inner Harbor. For more information, visit charmcityrun.com.

OCT. 1 -- FAMILY FAIR AND WALK
Save the date for the Brent A. Rosenberg Family Fair & Walk. Entertainment 

and activities will take place after the walk, including football clinics run 

by Ravens assistant general manager Eric DeCosta and Ravens scouts, 

a jump rope competition, playground fun, hula hoops, music, food, face 

painting, inflatables, giveaways and more. For more information, visit 

familytreemd.org.

OCT. 2 -- STEP OUT
Support the American Diabetes Association with a 5K around 

Canton starting at the Waterfront Park. To register, visit diabetes.org/ 

stepoutbaltimore or call 410-265-0075 x4678.

OCT. 8 -- BIKE RACE
Charm City Cross is the mid-Atlantic’s two-day cyclocross race, featuring 

international, pro and regional cyclists. The race starts at Druid Hill Park, 

2600 Madison Ave. For more information, visit charmcitycross.com or call 

443-759-5620.

OCT. 8 -- HEART WALK
The American Heart Association is committed to healthier living and to 

defeating heart disease and stroke. The Greater Baltimore Heart Walk will 

take place at Camden Yards Sports Complex, Lot B and C. 

OCT. 9 -- FARE WALK
Support your family and friends with food allergies and come out for a day 

of fun at the Maryland Zoo. Check in begins at 9 a.m. Visit foodallergywalk.

org/baltimore2016.

OCT. 15 -- BALTIMORE RUNNING FESTIVAL
Registration is open for the Baltimore Running Festival. Choose from five 

distances through the Inner Harbor and surrounding areas. For more 

information, visit thebaltimoremarathon.com.

OCT. 22 -- READY, SET, SNIFF
Come to Patterson Park from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. and race, walk or run to 

raise money for the Baltimore Animal Rescue and Care Shelter. For more 

details, visit baltimoreanimalshelter.org.

OCT. 29 -- HEATHER HURD 5K
The Trick or Treat 5K and walk at Harford Community College honors 

the memory of Heather L. Hurd, a history major at Harford Community 

College from 1999-2003 who was killed in 2008 by a distracted driver who 

was texting. The race was founded to raise funds for Remembrance 

Book Scholarships for Harford Community College students and to bring 

awareness to the dangers of distracted driving to children and adults. 

Participants may pre-register by visiting harford.edu/heather or calling 

443-412-2428. 

OCT. 29 -- WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S
Registration at Rash Field in downtown Baltimore begins at 9 a.m. Funds 

raised from this event benefit the Alzheimer’s Association. To register, visit 

alz.org/walk.

 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 

ADULT BASEBALL
Join the Eastern Baltimore County over-40 baseball league, which plays 

with wood bats on 90-foot diamonds. Players of all skill levels are encour-

aged to visit over40baseball.org or call Mike Lockett at 410-446-0443.

MEN’S/COED SOFTBALL 
Registration is now open for the Lutherville-Timonium Rec Council fall 

slow-pitch softball program at Reisterstown Regional Park, which runs 

through early November. Men’s leagues are on Monday and Wednesday 

evenings. For additional registration details, email tjharrington51@

netscape.net or call 443-847-1072. 

FAST PITCH
U16 Dynasty Prime fast pitch softball is looking for a few committed players 

and families for the fall season. Games include local and national tourna-

ments and showcases, plus year-round workouts and practices in our own 

facility in Glen Arm. Email Coach Denny dpdsoftball@gmail.com or visit 

dpdynasty.com.

COCKEYSVILLE RECREATION
Visit cockeysvillereccouncil.org or call 410-887-7734 for updates about base-

ball registration for the Cockeysville Recreation Center.

BASEBALL CARD SHOW
A sports card and memorabilia show to benefit Monsignor Slade Catholic 

School will be held at Monsignor Slade Catholic School in Glen Burnie 

from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Oct. 8. For more details, call Leo at 443-416-6447.

MASON-DIXON UMPIRES ASSOCIATION
The MDUA is looking for new high school baseball umpires in Baltimore. 

No experience is necessary. Email Mike Connors at mdcommish@comcast.

net or call 410-653-7307.

NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL
Visit the Hubert V. Simmons Museum of Negro Leagues Baseball at the 

Owings Mills Metro Centre. The museum is named after Bert Simmons, 

who played for the Baltimore Elite Giants. The museum is open daily, and 

admission is free. Volunteers are always welcome. For more information, 

visit smnlbinc.org.

 SOCCER/SQUASH

SQUASH
SquashWise provides incentives for middle school students to excel aca-

demically, athletically and socially, as well as compete in local and national 

squash tournaments. No squash experience is necessary to become a tutor. 

Visit baltimoresquashwise.org to make your tax-deductible donation. 

To make equipment donations and/or become a volunteer tutor, email 

abbym@baltimoresquashwise.org.

CELTIC SOCCER CLUB
Tryouts for the Celtic Soccer Club are for boys ages 6-18 and girls 6-12. 

Registration and information are available at baltimoreceltic.com.

MIGHTY KICKS PUP LEAGUE
The Pup League provides year-round soccer training for boys and girls of 

all abilities ages 2-18. It’s designed to build motor skills, self-confidence and 

basic techniques. Ongoing programs are available around Baltimore. For 

more information, visit mightykicksbaltimore.com.

 COMMUNITY BEAT

  COMMUNITY BEAT
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They said it onThey said it on

“I’m encouraged that Manny [Machado] 
likes Baltimore. He’s had some good years 
here. He’s indicated that he wants to be 
here for the long term. Those are all good 
signs. We did try to sign him to a long-term 
deal a couple years ago, we weren’t able 
to quite get it together. I’m sure there will 
be other opportunities for the club to ad-
dress that.” 

- Orioles executive vice president of baseball op-
erations Dan Duquette Aug. 22 on if he’s hopeful 
Manny Machado will stay in Baltimore long term.

“You know what I like about him? He’s a 
real person. He don’t B-S you. He’s honest. 
He went through a tough time, but he stayed 
within the course. He gave his players confi-
dence, his coaching staff confidence. I think 
the program is headed in the right direction. 

They’re doing a great job. I won’t be sur-
prised if, in the next few years, they win a 
championship in the NCAAs.”

- Brooklyn Nets guard/former Terp Greivis Vasquez Aug. 
25 on current Maryland head coach Mark Turgeon.

“Before, I put the Olympics on this giant 
pedestal. I felt like it’s something that I 
couldn’t reach, I couldn’t get. Now that I’m 
here, I’m like ‘Oh, normal people can win 
the Olympics? I did that? That’s me! Oh this 
is so weird, and this is so cool and what an 
honor.’ And I thought only the Gods won or 
something. So that part hasn’t sunk in yet. 
And I don’t want to think of myself any dif-
ferently because of it.”

 - Maryland native Helen Maroulis Aug. 25 on win-
ning the first American women’s wrestling Olympic 
gold medal.

“I’m not as positive about that as I was four 
years ago. I literally came out four years ago 
and said he was definitely coming back. I 
don’t have that feeling. I saw it the last night 
[of the Olympics]. There was a little bit of 
finality to it because of the emotions that he 
had. But if it did happen, I wouldn’t be sur-
prised.”

- NBC swimming analyst/three time gold medalist 
Rowdy Gaines Aug. 16 on the possibility Michael 
Phelps could come out of retirement in 2020.

Listen to 
Glenn Clark Radio live from

10 a.m.-noon, 
Monday-Friday

GlennClarkRadio.com

mitch stringer/pressbox

Dan Duquette pressbox staff

Helen Maroulis

hat was once only a 
dream became reality 
for college football fans 
Sept. 10 when Tennes-
see faced Virginia Tech 
at Bristol Motor Speed-
way. The enormity of 
the event was as much 

about the location as it was the competi-
tion, with fans flocking from all across the 
country to see both. 

(This is where I do that terribly clichéd 
sports radio thing and say, "It got me think-
ing about" in order to segue into some cra-
zy, hypothetical idea, or ideas, about local 
sports venues and/or teams that could like-
ly never happen, but I figured we should 
talk about anyway because if they can play 
football at a NASCAR track, then is any 
idea really all that insane? I just wanted to 
prepare you for what's to come.)

The game at Bristol got me thinking 
about some ideas I've had for similar "larg-
er than life" events that could involve some 
local teams or local sports venues. Admit-
tedly, some of them are out there. But keep 
in mind, they just played college football at 
a speedway.

1. I'd really like to see a soccer match at 
Camden Yards. Or really anything else at all. 

It's tough to admit jealousy toward Red 
Sox and Yankees fans, but I can't help but 
admit it when it comes to this. The new 
Yankee Stadium has hosted college foot-
ball games (including a future game be-
tween Maryland and Rutgers), NHL games 
and is a regular location for soccer match-
es, including all of New York City Football 
Club's home games. 

Not only has Fenway Park hosted col-
lege football (including last year's Boston 
College-Notre Dame game) and soccer, but 
this past winter it channeled something 
completely different by hosting a "Big Air" 
event for snowboarding and freeskiing. 

At Camden Yards, we've had baseball 
and ... well ... once upon a time, the Pope. 
I realize there are practical hoops to jump 
through as far as facilities are concerned 
to make these things happen. Protecting 
the field is a concern, and field dimensions 
have to be just right. But this is one of the 
finest ballparks in history we're talking 
about. How quickly would you jump at the 
chance to see a Maryland or Navy football 
game there? Or a U.S. women's national 
team soccer match? Or ... anything at all? 

2. This is cheating, because it wouldn't 
be here, but now that Arthur Ashe Stadi-

um has a roof, wouldn't that be a cool place 
for Maryland basketball to play as they 
reach out to recruits in New York?

Maryland men's basketball head coach 
Mark Turgeon and the Terps have made 
New York a priority, likely for recruiting 
and marketing reasons. Including their trip 
this coming Thanksgiving weekend for the 
Barclays Classic, the team has played at 
least one game there in four of the last five 
seasons -- they were scheduled to play the 
other year as well, but ultimately backed 
out of a date against Villanova at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Arthur Ashe Stadium has actually host-
ed basketball before -- the tennis stadium 
was the site of the first outdoor pro basket-
ball game in 2008 when the WNBA's New 
York Liberty hosted the Indiana Fever. But 
with the roof officially opening during this 
year's U.S. Open, a Maryland-Villanova (or 
Kentucky, or UConn, or insert big-name 
opponent here) game could be scheduled 
to be played outdoors with the option to 
close the roof should weather not permit. 
I'm already booking my train ticket now. 

3. OK, one more crazy concept. What 
if they played lacrosse at Pimlico in the 
spring?

It would be difficult to coordinate the 
date around the racing schedule and 
Preakness, but hear me out. Inside La-
crosse previously hosted stadium events 
featuring major programs from the area 
and all across the country. What if, in late 
April, someone brought back the concept 
but tried it at Old Hilltop? 

They'd need to bring in temporary 
stands, although they'd be able to use some 
of the box seating currently at the facility. 
Perhaps some fans who didn't feel the need 
to get to the stadium events would be more 
compelled by a chance to see the sport 
played somewhere they've never seen it be-
fore? I mean, it couldn't rip apart the in-
field any more than 80,000 drunks will come 
the third weekend of May. 

Again, these are crazy, ridiculous con-
cepts. But so was playing college football 
at a racetrack and that turned out to be in-
credible. So when they announce the Crab 
Kickoff Classic at Camden Yards in 2022, 
I hope to receive at least a mention in the 
credits for having the stupid idea.  

 THE REALITY CHECK

Glenn Clark’s ‘Larger 
Than Life’ Stadium 
Events Wish List
  Glenn Clark 

W

mitch stringer/pressbox

Greivis VasquezGREAT
SEX
ED pills not 
working?
Our Baltimore doctors 
can treat you... 
regardless of your age 
or medical history.

Erectile Dysfunction • Premature Ejaculation
State Licensed Medical Doctors

Custom blended prescription medication works when
Viagra®, Levitra® and Cialis® fail

If you don’t respond to our medication on the first visit, there’s no charge
for that medication or visit.

Works for virtually all medical conditions including diabetes,
prostate cancer, etc.

Our Physicians offer personalized solutions to fit your needs.
	 •	No herbal pills or surgery
	 •	Private,	confidential	and	affordable

For Free information in complete confidence, contact
S Y N E R G Y  H E A LT H  C E N T E R

Call 443.231.4430 Now.
Individual results may vary

VISIT PRESSBOXONLINE.COM

Your Choice
$19,896 

or Less!

Price and payments include all rebates and dealer participation. Taxes, 
tags, $299 processing fee, destination charge ($995) extra. Some will 
not qualify for all rebates. Limited time offer. See dealer for details. 
Photos for illustrative purposes only.

7429 RITCHIE HWY., GLEN BURNIE, MD
410-863-5526 | tateauto.com

97 AVAILABLE 
UNDER

20
GRAND!

   2016
Chrysler 200 limited

STK 16566

   2016  
Dodge Grand Caravan

STK 161260

$16,853 $17,901
   2016  
Dodge Dart sxt

STK 161517

$13,730

   2016  
Jeep Cherokee

STK 16992

  2016
Jeep Renegade

STK 16546

$15,602
   2016  
Jeep Patriot

STK 16983

$11,888 $19,896
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Geppi’s Entertainment Museum is a pop culture shrine, a tribute to the exciting
 characters, toys and experiences that have shaped our past and our present.

Whether you’re looking for a gateway to history or a place to hold
 an amazing family or corporate event, you’ll find it at GEM!

Action Comics #1 
The first appearance

of Superman The original, hand-made 
G.I. Joe prototype

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Do You Want a Party
 of Historic Proportions?

Located in Baltimore’s historic Camden Yards sports complex,
right across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center

and immediately next door to Oriole Park! 

To make your party a night to remember, 
contact: Nadja Martens, Sales Manager – Events

Phone: (410) 625-7063
Email: mnadja@geppismuseum.com

www.GeppisMuseum.com

 
DIAMOND COMIC PRESENTS:  

RICIG’S WORLD OF SPORTS
salutes Baltimore area teachers
and students as they return to school
for the 2016/2017 academic year! 

baltimoreteachers.org
Brought to you by: Baltimore Teachers Union


